FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

JANUARY 9, 2005
A Message from Father Paul
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The proclamation of the date of Easter occurs on the feast of the Epiphany each year by a
custom dating back to the days when calendars were not readily available. This date varies
from year to year. It is necessary to make known the date of Easter well in advance, since
most of the liturgical celebrations of the year depend on that date. The number of Sundays
of “Ordinary Time” that follow today’s feast, the date of Ash Wednesday, and the number
of Sundays that follow the feast of Pentecost all depend on the date of Easter.

The dates of the Easter Triduum, the last days of Holy Week, were solemnly proclaimed —
sung out by the Deacon, or in his absence by the chief cantor - so that al would commit
them to memory, and all would be sure to be present for this vital celebration and for all the
surrounding festivals of the year.

Nowadays most people have calendars, but for many, the date of Easter is inserted in very
small print, if at al. Yet as of old, it is important for us Catholic Christians to have these
dates written large in our day-timers now, to ensure that they are not crowded out by holiday
plans and other engagements. At Mass last Sunday we were doing other things, so the proc-
lamation was not made. But | give you here the text asiit is printed in the Sacramentary, to
ensure that you know and can turn the relevant days into red letter daysin your diaries.

Dear brothers and sisters: the glory of the Lord has shone upon us, and shall ever be mani-
fest among us, until the day of his return. Through the rhythms of times and seasons let us
celebrate the mysteries of salvation.

Let us recall the year’s culmination, the Easter Triduum of the Lord: his last supper, his
crucifixion, hisburial, and hisrising, celebrated between the evening of the 24" of March
and the evening of the 27th of March.

Each Easter — as on each Sunday — the Holy Church makes present the great and saving
deed by which Christ has forever conquered sin and death.

From Easter are reckoned all the days we keep holy. Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent,
will occur on the 9" of February, The Ascension of the Lord will be commemorated on the
8" of May. Pentecost, the joyful conclusion of the season of Easter, will be celebrated on the
15" of May. This year the First Sunday of Advent will be on the 27" of November.

Likewise the pilgrim Church proclaims the Passover of Christ in the feasts of the holy
Mother of God, in the feasts of the Apostles and Saints, and in the commemoration of the
faithful departed.

To Jesus, who was, who is, and who is to come, Lord of time and history, be endless praise,
for ever and ever. Amen.

To these dates that apply to the universal calendar of the Church, certain important dates in
the life of our own Christian community need to be added. Please make a note of now so
that you may be present to join in the celebrations as they occur.

The Celebration of God's gifts of Time and Talent in our community will take place on Sun-
day, the 30" of January. The day for our commitment or recommitment to ministries within
the Church community will be Sunday, 6" February.

Within the “Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults’ process, the Rite of Sending and Rite of
Election by the Bishop will both take place on Sunday, 13" February. The three Scrutinies
will be conducted on the following Sundays, the 27" of February and the 6th and 13" of
March. The Baptisms of adults and their acceptance into full communion within the Church
will take place at the Great Easter Vigil on Saturday, March 26™.

The Lenten service of Penance and Reconciliation will be celebrated on Wednesday, 9" of
March, and the one in Advent will be on Wednesday, 14" December, both at 7.00pm.

Baptisms for infants are scheduled for Easter Sunday, 27" March at the 9.30am Mass, and at
Masses on Sunday, 19" June and Sunday, 23" October.

We will be celebrating the First Communions of our children on Sunday, 17" April, and the
Bishop will be with us to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation at Mass on Ascension
Day, Sunday, 8" May.

So please sharpen your red pencils and make sure all these dates are well and truly noted by
each of us!

Parish Phone Number : 216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883

Eucharistic Ador ation: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30pm.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation by appointment.

Mass I ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions. Cards
are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship enve-
lopes are in the pockets of the banner at the
entrance to our worship space.

Active M ember ship in our parish is deter-

mined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the parish
for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sundays
and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regular
support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the sharing of
one' s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by the
church door. Y ou are welcome to inscribe
the names of the sick, the dead, and your
special intentions. These are remembered in
prayer and carried to the altar with the offer-
ings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange for
prayer, anointing, communion and visitation
if you or aloved oneis hospitalized or
homebound. For a planned operation,
please request the Sacrament of the Sick
prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

Jesusinvites all people of faith and good
will to accept himinto their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiving
sacramental Communion, you are still in-
vited to approach the altar for a blessing.
Please indicate this to the Eucharistic Minis-
ter by placing your arms across your chest.
The Eucharist is offered under both species.
After bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you areinvited to take asip
from the cup.

The deadline for information submitted to
thisbulletin is Tuesday at 10am. Fax sub-
missions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail to
stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests

Parishioners may recommend an individual

or group in need of assistance from our tith-
ing fund. Please send written recommenda-
tions to the Parish Center.




Week of January 10-16, 2005

Mon. 10:30am Franke Home
Tues. 6:30pm Dunes West
Kevin & Denise Carpentier
1032 Black Rush Cir. 856-0307
Scripture Study at 5:30pm
Wed. 10:30am  Charleston Nationa
Bob & Sandy Summers
3200 Heathland Way 884-1160
Thurs. 9am Park West-K eswick

WeNeed Your Help!!!

Can you give a few hours of your time
on Tuesday morningsto help with the
preparation of our weekly bulletin? We
will help you get started and support
you along the way. Please contact the
Parish Center (216-0039) or Sandy
Krezmien-Funk (971-1486).

Archives Photo Project

Current group photos (2004) are
needed for Vol. II! Drop off at the
Registration table. If you would like to
help with this fun project, call Dianne
Brimmer (849-1934).

K of C Oyster Roast

George & Jane O'Brien
2436 Draymohr Court 971-1818

Fri. 9am Parish Center

Sun. 9:30am Carioin Park West
Nursery is available for children
ages 1-4.

Baptisms

Today, we welcome into our
St. Benedict faith community:
Kathleen Mary Davis

Alex Joseph Tartaglia
Alexander Leonard Kosinski

Sacrament Dates

March 9: First Reconciliation
April 17: First Holy Communion
May 8: Confirmation

R.C.I.A.

After Christmas break,

R.C.I.LA. will begin

meeting again on January

the 11th. If you would like
tojoinus, call Sister Nancy at 856-
8734).

Week of Prayer

for Christian Unity

Join us for prayer and

discussion of plans for

our Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
at our monthly meeting, Wednesday,
January 19 at 7pm at the home of Lisa
Cottingham. For information, call
881-3592.

MOMS Groups

New MOMS (Ministry of Mothers
Sharing) group will start in January.

If you would like to be part of this
eight week experience, call Sister
Nancy (856-8734) or leave your name
with the secretary at the Parish Center.

Saturday, Jan. 22, 6:30 pm—Goldbug
Island. Call Tom Franzone at 884-5670
or Barry Sturmer at 577-8709.

A Marriagefor Life Workshop
Thisisagreat way to learn more about
the commitment of marriage —whether
you are engaged or have been married
many years. Immaculate Conception
Church in Goose Creek will offer a
series on Saturdays Jan. 29, Feb. 5 and
12. Contact Jerry Arter at 7971555 or
arter-gll@comcast.net.

Divine Redeemer Schoal

Divine Redeemer Catholic School in
Hanahan is accepting applications for
2005-2006 school year. Call the office
(553-1521) for information.

A Letter from the Bishop

Dear Brothersand Sgersin Chrigt,

Each year, theannual Collection for the
Churchin Latin Americaishedin par-
ishesacrossthe country. The proceeds
fromthis collection go to support the work
of pagtoral projects ... When we contribute
to thisfund, we are actively participating in
the work of solidarity together with our
brothers and sisters throughout the hemi-
sphere and we are building One Church,
One America.

Lagt year, morethan $5 million dollars
wasraised in the United Satesto provide
collaborative funding ... The funded projects
include catechetical and lay leadership
programs, youth ministry, and evangdiza-
tion programs, and formation programs
for religious, priests, and deacons...

| ask you to please consider contributing to
this Collection, and | am most grateful for
your generosity. Together let usaskthe
Lord to continueto blessusin all that we
do.

Sncerdy yoursin Chrig,

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker

Bishop of Charleston

Schedule - January 16, 2005
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 Mark Foster
Reading I1: 1 Corinthians 1: 1-3 Dolores Vogel
Gospel: John 1:29-34

Prayers of the Faithful Sue Christopher

Front Door Greeters

Peter & Susanna Bleyer

Guest/Visitor Registration

Mark Dickson

Ushers Mike Podiak, Jeff Scott, Bob Brimmer,
Hampton Lee, Gerald Blanchard, Dom del Grosso,
Jeff Peterson

Altar Servers

Contact Susanna Bleyer

Cross Bearer

Kevin Carpentier

Children’sLiturgy of the Word
Jill Peterson, Margaret Riggs

Offertory Gift Bearers
Mike & Becky Brown and Family

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Marilee Little, Robert Little, Lois O'Keefe,
Maryann Russell

Cup: Barbara Miracky, Jane O'Brien, Jerry
O'Keefe, Caroline Stoll, Jim Stott, Pauline Sullivan

Nursery
Juice: Melissa& Joe Gallagher

Snack: Margaret Riggs
Check-in: Caroline Stoll

Hospitality
Hostesses. Dianne Brimmer, Jill Cragg

Desserts: Chris & Katie Tokarz, Patty Tykal,
CynthiaVan Meir, Kelly van Vliet, Annie Voytko,
Wendy Albano, Agnes Appiagyei-Danka, Paula
Burrichter

“ Aswe begin a new year, let us take time to plan
and make stewardship of time and talent a part of
our lifestyle and stewardship of treasure a part of
our budget.”

Stewar dship December 19, 2004

Total Contributions $8,979.02
Christmas Donations $355.00
Our Tithe $897.90

Stewar dship December 24, 2004
Total Contributions $7,188.00
Our Tithe $718.80
Stewar dship December 26, 2004
Total Contributions $7,502.06
Our Tithe $750.21
Stewar dship January 2, 2005

Total Contributions $7,446.10
Immacul ate Conception $30.00
Christmas Donations $305.00
Solemnity of Mary $440.00
Church in Latin America $290.00
Our Tithe $715.61




