FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FEBRUARY 13, 2005
A Message from Father Paul
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| wonder if you, like me, are wondering just now what on earth happened to your New Year's
resolutions? How were they designed for the glory of God, and directed towards self-
improvement? How long have they lasted? Now, at the beginning of Lent, we have another
golden opportunity to renew our resolutions, or to make new ones!

Our resolutions are not goals in themselves, or some endurance test to chart our powers of self
control. Our Lenten resolutions need to be means to open ourselves up to the working of God in
our lives. They need to enable us to concentrate on listening to the still small voice of God in our
lives, avoicethat is so often drowned out by the turmoil of the world around us, our other activi-
ties, and demands on our time and energy.

Traditionally, many have focused on giving up candy or other things in their choice of Lenten
resolutions and penances. That is laudable, and certainly one way forward, provided that what we
choose to do is actually going to open us to God's activity in our lives. That second step is one
that many miss out on, preferring to settle for a cozy feeling of self-satisfaction. We can so eas-
ily take the credit for what we are doing for God instead of giving him the praise and the glory in
all things. It is, after all, only by his grace that we are inspired to undertake any of our Lenten
disciplines at all.

This being said, | wonder if it would not be more fruitful all around if we concentrated in our
Lenten resolutions on doing positive things for God and for each other. We might consider mak-
ing apoint of visiting a local shut-in on aregular basis, or doing some kind service for someone
in need — without payment - perhaps not even expecting a“ Thank you!”

Simpler still, and a possibility for us all at al times, would be a renewed commitment to prayer.
| do not just mean saying our morning and night prayers, though that too is important. | mean
working on being a prayerful person at all times — being aware of God's presence aongside us
wherever we go and whatever we are doing. Put more simply, | am talking about inviting Christ
to be a part of our lives, sharing with him our interests, our joys and our concerns — intentionally
- and as a matter of course. This presupposes that we get to know him well. And that takes time
and energy. How about a concentrated effort to put that energy in place, if you have not already
done so? Let’'s make Christ an integral part of our daily life this Lent!

There is also the prayer of intercession, when we intercede with the Lord on behalf of others.
There is a book on display before Mass each Sunday in which parishioners are invited to record
their particular intentions for the prayer of the whole parish. This book is carried up and placed
on the altar with the gifts of bread and wine, and offered up to the Lord on our behalf. These
intentions for prayer are thusincluded in the overall intentions for the Mass.

However, have you ever considered putting planned time aside to pray for the needs of others
outside Mass? What awonderfully selfless - Christ-like - thing to do! Nobody need know what
we are about, but the result will be wonderful beyond our imagining.

To assist us in focusing our attention with regard to intercessory prayer, our Prayer Ministry is
proposing the concept of “prayer partners’. Theideais that those who wish to devote time to the
“ministry” of intercessory prayer, put their names and contact number into a box at the entrance
of the church. They will be partnered with someone in the parish who has also signed up. If you
get involved in this ministry, you may pray silently for your partner, or you may respond to a call
from your partner for specific prayer intentions. And this will hopefully lead to a beautiful
prayerful friendship. Your commitment would be renewed each year at around Easter time.
Which of us does not need such prayer? The pay-back is that the person being prayed for makes
the same commitment to pray daily for you. Thusthey become prayer partners. Y ou will find the
box available this coming Sunday. | shall certainly be looking to be assigned a prayer partner!

A number of ladies in the parish have devoted much time and talent in creating a beautiful Prayer
Banner for the parish. It is proposed to display this regularly at church as an encouragement and
reminder for all of us committed to prayer to keep up the good work! We shall be blessing the
banner after Mass next Sunday. Many thanks to all those involved in the Prayer Ministry who
are assisting us on our venture into prayer. Their reward will be great in Heaven!

Parish Phone Number:  216-0039

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation by appointment.

Mass I ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions.
Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes:. Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space.

Active M ember ship in our parishis

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4, A serious commitment to the sharing
of on€'s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead,
and your specia intentions. These are
remembered in prayer and carried to the
atar with the offerings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For aplanned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

Jesusinvites al people of faith and good
will to accept him into their hearts. If
age or circumstance prevents you from
receiving sacramental Communion, you
are still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate this to the Eu-
charistic Minister by placing an index
finger over your lips. The Eucharistis
offered under both species. After bowing
reverently and receiving the sacred host,
you are invited to take a sip from the cup.

Thedeadline for information submitted
to thisbulletin is Tuesday at 10 am. Fax
submissions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail
to stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests
Parishioners may recommend an individ-

ual or group in need of assistance from
our tithing fund. Please send written
recommendations to the Parish Center.




Week of February 14-20, 2005

Mon. 9 am. Parish Center
5:30 p.m., Scripture Study
Caroline Stoll
4053 Harleston Green  884-2215

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Planter’s Pointe
Community Center Building
After Mass, pleasejoin usfor
Soup Supper / Sacraments Talk
Nursery isavailable (ages 1-4)!

Wed. NO MASS

Thurs. NO MASS

Fri. NO MASS

Sun. 9:30am Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)!

All are invited to come and celebrate in
the daily Masses. See the website for
maps, any changesin the Mass sched-
ules, and other parish information includ-
ing registration forms.

Friday Taize Veneration Service
Pleasejoin us at the Parish Center, 7to 8
p.m., for Taize Veneration services
(devotional readings, quiet meditation
and veneration of the cross) on the Fri-
daysof Lent (Feb. 11, 18, 25 & Mar. 4,
11, 18).

All Fridays of Lent are Days of Absti-
nence, when Catholics over the age of 14
will abstain from meat.

All areinvited to take part in our
Lenten journey!

Lent-Holy Week-Easter Triduum
During Lent, we set aside a prayerful
moment each day to reflect on those per-
sonal obstacles that prevent us from fully
participating in the glory of Christ's Res-
urrection in our daily lives. Pleasein-
clude the following liturgiesin your
schedule:

" Reconciliation Service—March 9,
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Franke Home
Passion/Palm Sunday—March 20,
9:30 am., Cario
Holy Thursday—March 24,

7 p.m., Cario

Good Friday—March 25,
7 p.m., Cario

Easter Vigil—March 26,
8:30 p.m., Cario

Easter Sunday—March 27,
9:30 am., Cario

Weekly Bulletin

Can you give afew

hours of your time one

Tuesday morning per

month to be part of a

team that prepares this bulletin? We'll
help you get started and be supportive
along the way. I nterested? Contact
Sandy Krezmien-Funk (971 1486).

Website Problems

If you have been experiencing problems
accessing www. stbenedictparish.org,
you can still reach the website through
www.catholic-doc.org/stbenedict.

Pray For Our RCIA Candidates
Today, our RCIA candidates Vanessa,
Friend, Fred Gamble, Jacquie Hobgood,
Kelly Hobgood, Grey Allred, Christine
McMullen and Joe McMullen are going
to celebrate the Rite of Election at the
Cathedral with Bishop Baker. Please
keep them in your prayers as they con-
tinue on their paths through the Easter
Vigil.

Keeping Our Commitment

Nearly six months ago, we announced
that our parish needed to make up for
the shortfall on our goal of $11,200 for
the 2003-2004 Bishop® Stewardship
Appeal. We recently met our commit-
ment by forwarding a check for
$3,016.25 out of our tithing account.
Very many thanks to all those who have
contributed so generously over the last
twelve months, to meet the needs of our
Diocesan Church.

The appeal for 2004-2005 is about to be
launched, and you will be hearing about
this shortly from the Diocesan office.

Prayer Partners

"PRAYER PARTNERS' is

something new happening

here at St. Benedict®

There are many benefits of having a
prayer partner: having someone person-
ally praying for you; developing a
prayerful relationship with your partner;
and being even closer to God. Look for
more info in next week' s bulletin.

Eucharistic Apostles

The Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine
Mercy - alay ministry of the Congrega-
tion of Marians of the Immaculate Con-
ception - invite you to learn about
God®message of Divine Mercy and
trust in Jesus. They meet every 1% and
3 Saturday of each month, 8-11 am.
Call Carol Weston (856-0701).

Schedule - February 20, 2005
Scripture Readings

Reading I: Gen 12:1-4a Chrissy DiNicola
Reading I1: 2 Tm 1:8b-10  Drew Burrichter
Gospel: Mt. 17:1-9
Prayers of the Faithful

Front Door Greeters
Alex and Max Cook

Guest/Visitor Registration
Mark Dickson

Ushers
Terry Gray, Dennis D' Annunzio, Joe Harkins,
Mindy Carroll, Pat McKay, Michael Hauser

Christina Hensch

Altar Servers
Joe McMullen, Andrew Russell

Cross Bearer
Carole Harris

Children’s L iturgy of the Word
Jack Craig, Cathy Horan, Evan Cottingham

Offertory Gift Bearers
Kevin Carpentier Family

Eucharigtic Ministers

Bread: Jim Stott, Pauline Sullivan,

Kevin Carpentier, Mindy Carroll

Cup: Carol Blanchard, Gerald Blanchard,
Tom Campbell, Chris Conway,

Barbara Gamble, Mary Helen Gammon

Nursery
Juice: Tom Campbell

Snack: Andy Cook
Check-in: Cathy Gough
Kendal Cook

Chika & Leo Kosinski

Hospitality An up-to-date volunteer list soon
will be completed. To volunteer, please call
Lucia Rutherford at 881-8391.

Collection Counters
Mike Eovino and Dawn Heavey

Everyone must give according to what she/he
has inwardly decided; not grudgingly, for
God loves a cheerful giver. (11 Cor. 9:7)

Stewardship February 6, 2005

Total Collection: $9,128.80

Bishop's Stewardship Appeal: $561.00
Our Tithe: $856.78




