THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 11, 2005
A Message from Father Paul
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Today is known as “Gaudete Sunday” throughout the worldwide Catholic Church. “ Gaudete”
isthe Latin word for “Rejoice” — the opening word of the official Entrance Antiphon of the
Mass for thisthird Sunday in Advent. We replace it with ajoyful hymn!

Advent has a strong emphasis on watching and waiting for the coming of the Lord at the end
of time, at Christmas, and into our hearts at all times. Theliturgical color is purple, the color
of prayerful mortification. And the season has been characterized, down the centuries, by acts
of penance, and especially by Vigils - gatherings of the Christian community in the darkness
and stillness of the night for long hours of prayer — watching and waiting. It was an arduous
discipline leading up to feast of Christmas, and above all the great feast of the Epiphany of
the Lord — twelfth night.

The only remnants of this particular Advent journey to Christmastide today are the midnight
Mass on Christmas Eve — and the pink candle on our Advent wreath! That candle, lit on this
third Sunday of Advent — Gaudete (rejoicing) Sunday - denoted a brief one day let-up in the
discipline of deprivation from sleep that used to be the order of the day throughout Advent.
Disconcerted parishioners ask me why we do not have a pink candle on our wreath. My an-
swer isthat our parish observance of Advent does not include even a vestige of the ancient
discipline from which this third Sunday was a reprieve —not even the midnight Mass at
Christmas! Therefore: no reprieve — no candle to indicate the reprieve!l 1t took a great coun-
cil of the Church — Vatican |1 —to purge us of all sorts of signs and symbols of archaic prac-
tices like this one that belonged to former times and were now utterly redundant. We must
resist the temptation to load ourselves up again with such trivia. If | thought that a pink can-
dle would inspire any one parishioner to seriously take on once more the austerities of Ad-
vent, | would be the first to place it on the wreath! But, rightly or wrongly, we now celebrate
Advent differently.

Last week, | promised you good news — something to rejoice about! | placed before you the
Diocesan “Our Heritage, Our Hope” capital campaign that is currently in full swingin our
local parishes— hardly good newsin itself. | told you that as a parish we need to play our
part in meeting the very real needs of the wider Church community. We are proud to be a
part of that community, and from it we derive great support and benefit.

When the Bishop launched the campaign in the fall, | reminded him that with his enthusiastic
support we are striving to become a total stewardship parish. | explained that, in line with
the concept of stewardship, we are al planning our finances as well as our time and talent, so
asto share al three to the maximum. | told him that | had invited all parishioners— myself
included — to seriously consider and distinguish between our “needs’ and our “wants’, and to
generously share what is left after our truly real needs of time, talent, and treasure had been
met.

If parishioners have conscientiously done as | have suggested, they will be giving substan-
tially more to the community and the Church than previously, and will already be feeling the
pinch of having to forego their “wants’ in asignificant way each week. Our conscientious
parishioners therefore have no extra funds available for one-off capital campaigns or second
collections which, for that reason, we do not have in our parish.

However, we having given sacrificially to the Church community individually in the spirit of
true stewardship, the Community as a whole has the obligation to take care of the wider
needs of the Church and those in need around it on our behalf. That is why we tithe as a par-
ish —give 10% of all our income, from whatever source, to worthy causes outside immediate
parish needs. During the last financial year, the parish contributed in excess of $70,000 to
charitable causes apart from itself, including the Bishop’s Annual Stewardship Appeal.

In the light of the above, and with the full backing of the Parish Pastoral Council, and the
Finance Committee, we have arranged with the Bishop that over the next four years—the
duration of the diocesan fund drive - we will commit $15,000, or 5% of our collection in-
come, whichever isthe greater, from our tithe income as our contribution to the “Our Heri-
tage Our Hope Campaign”. In addition, we will also strive to meet our annual target for the
Bishop's Stewardship Appeal as before. Thiswill stretch our tithing resources, but, on this
year’s showing, will still leave us $40,000 to support St. Vincent de Paul and our other usual
charities. If our Parish membership increases, and the numbers embracing the life of steward-
shipincreases, as | pray and hope they will, we may still be able to expand our parish stew-
ardship to benefit others also. That would be truly wonderful.

In the meantime, if you are inspired to contribute to the Our Heritage, Our Hope Campaign,
over and above what you are already giving to the parish, | ask that you consider doing it
through the parish, marking your donation specifically for the Campaign. In thisway the
parish will also be helped to meet its commitment, and thus have more cash to distribute to
additional worthy causes.

Parish Phone Number : 216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass I ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of on€ s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead,
and your specia intentions. These are
remembered in prayer and carried to the
atar with the offerings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

Jesus invites al people of faith and
good will to accept him into their
hearts. If age or circumstance prevents
you from receiving sacramental Com-
munion, you are still invited to ap-
proach the altar for ablessing. Please
indicate this to the Eucharistic Minister
by placing your arms across your chest.
The Eucharist is offered under both
species. After bowing reverently and
receiving the sacred host, you are in-
vited to take a sip from the cup.

The deadline for information submitted
to this bulletin isMonday at 12 noon.
Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or
e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org

Tithing Requests
Parishioners may recommend an indi-

vidua or group in need of assistance
from our tithing fund. Please send writ-
ten recommendations to the Parish Cen-
ter.




Week of December 12-18, 2005

Mon. 10:30 a.m.
Tues. 9:00 am.

Franke Home
Dunes West-

Baby Itemsfor Twins Needed

A St. Vincent de Paul cli-

ent recently gave birth to

twins and in great need for

bassinet, crib, double

stroller, and any other baby

items. If you can help, please call Chris
Conway at 884-6681.

Homefor Geneva

Brickfall Estates
Bert & NinaCarlin
1823 Cherokee Rose Cir. 849-0191
(Please call for a gate pass.)
Wed. 10:30 a.m. Planters Pointe-
Cotton Creek
Norm & Virginia Falcone
2620 Turben Place 388-0097
7:00 p.m. Franke Home
Reconciliation Service
Thurs. 9:00 am. Horlbeck Creek
John & Bonnie Croshy

2892 Tradewind Dr. 971-1625
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)
All are invited to come and celebrate in
the daily Masses. See the website for
maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Scripture Study

Tuesday, December 13", 6:00 p.m.,
at 3363 Lindner Lane in Planters Pointe.
Please come and join us!

Readings for the Week of Dec. 11
Sun.+ Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11;
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;
John 1:6-8, 19-28
Mon.t Zechariah 2:14-17; Luke 1:39-47
Tue.x Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:28-32
Wed. * Isaiah 45:6¢-8, 21¢-25; Luke 7:18b-23
Thu.* Isaiah 54:1-10; Luke 7:24-30
Fri.+ |saiah 56:1-33, 6-8; John 5:33-36
Sat. + Genesis49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17

When you welcome a new baby into your
home, we also would like to welcome your
newest family member to our St. Benedict
community.

We will arrange to come and take a photo
of your baby to be displayed at Church and
to publish a notice of our newest arrival in
this bulletin.

Please notify George & Jane O’Brien by
calling 971-1818.

Thanks to the generosity of our parish,
Geneva Dottery of Awendaw will have
her home mortgage paid off and be eligi-
ble for loans to build a new home.

Parish members contributed about
$5,500 towards paying off her mortgage,
leaving less than $1,000 to be paid. An
Awendaw resident has pledged the rest
and the senior member of the Charleston
County Human Services grant commit-
tee has assured us that grant money will
be available in 2006 to build a new
home for her.

Thisisawonderful Christmas present
for Geneval

L owcountry Food Bank

The Lowcountry Food Bank is excited to
announce the launch of its new website
at www.lowcountryfoodbank.org with a
new updated information on our pro-
grams, services, Chefs' Feast, and other
exciting features. Please send your feed-
back to ivisocka@lcfbank.org.

We thank you for your
support. Happy Holidays
from our family to yours!

Inter national Prayer for Peace
Bishop Baker invites you to save the
dates of April 26 & 27, 2006, the Inter-
national Prayer for Peace, for the first
time held in the United States. Thisis
being held at the Georgetown University
in Washington DC. For more informa-
tion, please contact (202) 687-7862, or
prayerfor peace2006 @geor getown.edul.

Traveling During the Holidays?
Heading out of town for the holidays?
Find a mass location before you go at
www.stbenedictparish.org, click on
aCatholic Resources®, 2Mass Times®.
May you have a happy holiday. Be safe!

Christmas Bulletin Schedule
Please submit all information for the
December 25" bulletin, by Friday,
December 16" by 12 noon.

Schedule - Dec. 17 —Saturday Vigil M ass
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy

Reading | Jean Sullivan
Reading 1 Suzanne Catanzarite

Ushers Mark French, Hedy Hodge
Cross Bearer Georgia French

Offertory Gift Bearers
Carlos & Jennifer Roe

Eucharistic Ministers
Bert Carlin, Georgia Hazelton

Schedule - Dec. 18 —Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16

Melissa Hensch

Reading I1: Romans 16:25-27 Trent Bolling
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
Prayers of the Faithful Jim Phillips

Front Door Greeterg/Offertory Gift Bearers
The Cook Family

Guest/Visitor Registration
Caroline Stoll

Ushers Hampton Lee, Dom Del Grosso,
Jeff Peterson, Jeff Scott, Fred Gamble

Altar Servers
Parker Barfield, Courtney Hensch

Cross Bearer Joe Musller

Children’sLiturgy of the Word
Jack Craig, Cathy Gough

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Mindy Carroll, Chris Conway,
Terry Gray, Joe Harkins
Cup: Barbara Gamble, Mary Helen Gammon,
Judy Gilman, Peggy Harkins,
Sue Hensch, Tim Hensch

Nursery
Juice: Heather & Jeff Carper

Snack: Kiki Thayer
Check-in: Jill Peterson
Kristen & Darin Bish

Hospitality Rex & Lori Gerding, Sue Gonzales,
Cathy Gough, Christina Grady, Tina Grady,
Dawn Heavey, Hedy Hodge, Rob & Trina House

Coallection Counters
Mike Catanzarite, John Burnett

Christmas M ass Schedule/L ocation
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Mass

5:00 p.m. at Cario Cafeteria
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass

9:30 a.m. at Cario Cafeteria

“Regjoicein the Lord always; again | say
rejoice! TheLordisnear!” (Philippians 4:4,5)

Stewardship December 3-4, 2005

Sacrament Dates

January 22: Baptisms
March 29: First Reconciliation
May 7: First Communion

May 28: Confirmation

Total Contributions $9,967.38
Retirement Fund for Religious $733.00
Confirmation Candidates $5.00
Our Tithe $923.40




