22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JL’ AUGUST 28, 2005
rJP A Message from Father Paul

Have you ever thought of the impact on our world of genetically engineered crops? The United
Nations provides us with harrific statistics about world poverty. We are told that one person dies
every six seconds from hunger or malnutrition, and that 1.5 billion people live in poverty. It goes
on to claim that now that human beings have developed genetically engineered crops that can re-
sist extreme weather, disease and pests, there is an obligation to promote them in order to banish
hunger and starvation.

However, the critics of “ Genetic Engineering” say famine and hunger have more to do with the
absence of land reform, social inequality, bias against women, and alack of accessto cheap credit
and basic agricultural technologies, rather than with scarcity of superseeds. The World Food
Summit has acknowledged that the main causes of hunger are economic and social. People are
hungry either because they do not have access to food production processes or they do not have
enough money to buy food.

The National Conference of Catholic Bishopstells us: “At its core, the environmental crisisisa
moral challenge. It calls usto examine how we USE AND SHARE the goods of the earth, what
we pass on to future generations, and how we live in harmony with God' s creation” (Statement on
“Renewing the Earth”)

At the moment the bulk of the genetically engineered corn and soya harvest is fed to animals, not
people. In 1990 scientists calculated that, if the world harvest over the previous few years had
been distributed equitably to all the people of the world, it could have provided an adequate vege-
tarian diet for 6 billion people. A meat-rich diet, on the other hand, could only manage to feed 2.6
billion.

Human society is increasingly going to face the option of getting its protein from animals or
plants. Thisisa challengefor each of usin our persona lifestyles. If we opt for animals, it will
mean a more inequitable world with increasing malnutrition.

Many countries as they become richer, are adopting the Western meat-rich diet. 1n 1960, Mexico
fed only 5% of its grain harvest to animals. By 2004, the figure had climbed to 45%. Similarly,
Egypt had gone from 3% to 31% in the same period, while China— home to one sixth of the
world’ s population, had gone from 8% to 26%. In all of these countries, poor people could use
this grain to stave off malnutrition, but unfortunately they cannot afford to buy grain. So, growing
genetically engineered grain to feed animals is, in fact, contributing to world hunger, not solving
it.

The aleviation of world hunger is, therefore, not so much a matter of promoting genetically engi-
neered crops as of promoting abstinence from meat on several days of the week, not just on Fri-
daysduring Lent! Over the last twenty years, Americans have substantially reduced the amount of
meat they consume, but, if we are to make any real impact, there is still along way to go in modi-
fying our eating habits.

We as Church could also try to stem present trends that, if they continue, mean that we will lose
onethird or half of all the “vegetable” speciesin the next forty years! It is estimated that there are
currently some 75,000 edible plants in the world. Many of them are highly nutritious and could be
added to the pantry of a much greater proportion of humankind with a minimum of research and
funding. We need not hold our breath in expectation of activity from Western governments to
counter the extinction of species. Thereisvery little money to be made from protecting the bio-
sphere. Apparently, Washington has not signed either the Convention on Biodiversity or the Cart-
agena Protocol on Biosafety, while with other western nations, it is backing genetically engineered
grain. Y et there are much cheaper ways of helping the poor to feed themselves.

Research has found that genetically engineered crops which biotech companies are developing for
Africa— among them sweet-potatoes and maize — could be produced by conventional procedures
and good ecological management at afar higher yield and afraction of the cost. The research of
genetically engineered sweet potatoesisnow in its eleventh year. It hasinvolved 19 scientists at
the cost of $6M, yet has managed to increase the yield by just 18%. Conventional sweet-potato
breeding, working with a small budget, has produced a virus-resistant variety with a 100% yield
increase.

Support for genetically engineered crops also means supporting the patenting of living organisms
—seedsand animals. Patenting “life” is afundamental attack on the understanding of life as afree
gift from God. All forms of life are God’s gift. Nobody has the exclusive right to them or to fi-
nancial gain from life! Genetically engineered crops will give enormous control of staple foods
of the world to a handful of Northern agribusinesses. It will be at the expense of the ability of
grass roots efforts by the poor to feed the poor with the fruits of the earth as God has given
them for our benefit and joy.

Parish Phone Number : 216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation by ap-
pointment.

Mass I ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of on€ s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead,
and your specia intentions. These are
remembered in prayer and carried to the
atar with the offerings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

Jesus invites al people of faith and
good will to accept him into their
hearts. If age or circumstance prevents
you from receiving sacramental Com-
munion, you are still invited to ap-
proach the altar for ablessing. Please
indicate this to the Eucharistic Minister
by placing your arms across your chest.
The Eucharist is offered under both
species. After bowing reverently and
receiving the sacred host, you are in-
vited to take a sip from the cup.

The deadline for information submitted
to this bulletin isMonday at 12 noon.
Fax submissions to 843-928-3447

or email to stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests
Parishioners may recommend an indi-

vidua or group in need of assistance
from our tithing fund. Please send writ-
ten recommendations to the Parish Cen-
ter.




Week of Aug 29—Sep 4, 2005

Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Rivertowne

Jerry & Lois O'Keefe
2220 Hartfords Bluff Cir. 971-9293
Wed. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
Harleston Green

Caroline Stoll

4053 Harleston Green  884-2215
Thurs. 9:00 am. Park West-The Village

Leo & Wendy Albano

3317 Barkla Avenue 216-1710
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)
All areinvited to come and celebrate in
the daily Masses. See the website for
maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Scriptur e Study

All areinvited to our Scripture meeting on
Mondays at 6:00 p.m. at the Parish Center.
We will not meet September 5™.
Next meeting is September 12",

Readings for the Week of August 28
Sun.+ Jeremiah 20:7-9; Rom 12:1-2;

Matthew 16:21-27
Mon.+ 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Mark 6:17-29
Tues.t 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11,;

Luke 4:31-37

Wed. + Colossians 1:1-8; Luke 4:38-44
Thu.x Colossians 1:9-14; Luke 5:1-11
Fri.+ Colossians 1:15-20; Luke 5:33-39
Sat. + Colossians 1:21-23; Luke 6:1-5

The dltar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the Bolling
family, in honor of Charina
Frances Doroja, on her 21%
birthday.

When you welcome a new baby into your home,
we also would like to welcome your newest
family member to our St. Benedict community.
We will arrange to come and take a photo of
your baby to be displayed at Church and to
publish anctice of our newest arrival in this
bulletin.

Please notify George & Jane O'Brien by calling
971-1818.

Hospitality

We arein need of hostesses
for hospitality. Your help
would be needed about

once every three months.

If you can help, please call
Lucia Rutherford at 881-8391.

Christ Our King Preschool

COK Preschool will begin registration
for the 2006-2007 school year on Friday,
September 2. To register, you must pro-
vide a parish verification form (obtained
from the church office), a copy of your
child®birth certificate, and a $25 regis-
tration fee. For more information, please
contact Kathy Jones at 884-5587.

Parish School News

We welcome the new and returning stu-
dents from St. Benedict parish to the
2005-2006 academic year! They are:
Leo Albano, Annamaria Bleyer,
Christopher Bleyer, Hadley Carper,
Alec Catanzarite, Ross Catanzarite,
Cannon Cook, Ben Cottingham,
Carrie Cottingham, Haley Cottingham
Anna D' Annunzio, David D' Annunzio
Megan D' Annunzio, Caroline Funk
Crigtina Garcia, Richard Garcia
Christina Grady, Michael Grady
Christian Graham, Jackson Hobgood
Sean Massie, Conner McCarthy
Drayton Rutherford, Anna Tortorici,
John Tortorici, Dominic Zaio

COK-SM School BAZAAR
TheKid's Collectible Korner at the 54™
Annual COK-SM Bazaar welcomes new
dolls, specialty dolls, action figures,
stuffed toys, and used, in good condition
Beanie Babies (with tags). Please call
Kelly Carr at 881-4700 to donate your
very appreciated items and bring asmile
to the faces of our youngsters. If you are
a crafter, you may reserve spaceto dis-
play and sell your items at the Bazaar.
Please contact Kathy Sweeney at
ksweeneyosci @comcast.net to reserve
your spot. There will be no Silent Auc-
tion this year, so we anticipate a greater
level of traffic. Remember to set aside
Saturday, September 24™ to celebrate
Catholic education!

Priest Appreciation Day!!!

Come One, Come All! Let us gather on
September 1%, at 7:00-9:00 p.m. in
Bishop England. Call Elaine Gautier at
556-7435 (work), or 856-3467 (home).

Schedule - September 4, 2005

Scripture Readings
Reading I: Ezekiel 33:7-9
Reading Il: Romans 13:8-10
Suzanne Cantanzarite
Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
Prayers of the Faithful

Front Door Greeters
David, Karen, Lucas & Stephen Mayer

Guest/Visitor Registration
Sue Gonzales

Ushers

Paul Kowalchick, Gerald Blanchard,

Richard Garcia, Paulette Joyce, Mark French,
Dwight Crosby

Altar Servers
Andrew Russell, Matt Russell

Cross Bearer
Andrew Burrichter

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Traci Peters, Linda Patten

Offertory Gift Bearers
Richard McMullen Family

Fred Koch

Drew Burrichter

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Marilee Little, Robert Little,
Jerry O' Keefe, Lois O'Keefe
Cup: Michael McAdams, Barbara Miracky,
Jane O'Brien, Michael Okpych,
Maryann Russell, Caroline Stoll

Nursery
Juice: Kelly & Janvan Vliet

Snack: Lori & Rex Gerding
Check-in: Jane O@rien
Ruthann Schwinn

Hospitality

Dessert: Margaret Sibley, Tina Tartaglia,
Chris & Kate Tokarz, Lynne Tortorici,
Julie Turner, Patty Tykal, CeliaWard,
Francette Wrobl eski

Collection Counters
John Burnett, Mike Eovino

“For whoever wishes to save hislifewill loseit,
but whoever loses hislife for my sake will find it.”
(Matthew 16:25)

Stewar dship August 21, 2005

Total Contributions $ 7,403.61
Assumption $55.00
Diocesan Synod $25.00
Our Tithe $737.86

Therewill bea St. Vincent de Paul special
collection following M ass on September 4.

Youth Ministry Calendar ...

September 9: Tier 2 Mtg. (6:30-8:00 p.m.)
September 11: Tier 3 Mtg. (6:00-7:30 p.m.)
September 12: Tier 1 Mtg. (6:30-8:00 p.m.)

Parish L ook Ahead ...
September 11: F.l.R.E Commitment Sunday

October 2: The Feast of St. Benedict with
Mass followed by parish picnic
October 23: Baptisms




