21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 21, 2005
A Message from Father Paul
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...and now for a complete change — alittle parable!

Like Jesus with his disciples, a professor stood before his class. He had someitemsin front
of him. When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a very large mayonnaise jar and pro-
ceeded tofill it with golf balls. He then asked the studentsiif the jar was full. They agreed it
was.

The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He shook the jar
lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. He then asked the stu-
dentsagain if the jar was full. They agreed that it was.

The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand
filled up al the spaces between the golf balls and the pebbles. Again he asked the students if
the jar was full. The students responded with a unanimous “yes’.

The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and poured the entire
contentsinto the jar, effectively filling the spaces between the sand grains. The students
laughed.

“Now”, said the professor as the laughter subsided, “I want you to recognize that the jar
represents your life”.

The golf balls are the important things — God — your prayer time - your family — your chil-
dren — your health — your friends — and your favorite passions. If everything else were lost,
and only they remained, your life would still be full.

The pebbles are the other but less crucial things that still matter, like your job — your house -
and your car.

The sand is everything else — the small stuff. “If you put the sand into the jar first,” he con-
tinued, “there is no room for the pebbles or the golf balls. The same goesfor life. If you
spend al your time and energy on the small stuff, you will never have room for the things
that are truly important to you”.

Identify and pay attention to the things that are critical to your fulfillment and happiness.
There will always be time to clean the house and fix the trash. Take care of the “golf balls’ of
your lifefirst —the things that really matter. Set your priorities. Therest isjust sand. Y ou will
be surprised how much you can actually fit into life if you plan and prioritize.

Like the disciples, one of the students raised her hand and inquired what the coffee repre-
sented. The professor smiled. “1’m glad you asked. It just goes to show that no matter how
full your life may be — or may seem to be — there is always room for a couple of cups of cof-
fee with afriend”.

The resources God has given us are huge — far greater than those we actually use no matter
how hard we try. God isjust prodigiousin giving! We do not come to our full potential for a
number of reasons. Some of us do not believe that we have the resources. Others of us are
fearful lest we be stretched beyond the point where we feel comfortable and secure in life,
and mess up or become exhausted — so we would rather not start. Y et others do not sit down
to identify and actually acknowledge their giftedness and their potential at al. They sleep a
lot, and fill their waking hours with sand rather than prioritizing their resources, including
their time, in the light of eternity. They exhaust themselves with the small stuff. Perhaps they
arejust plain lazy.

There will be occasions when, after genuinely discerning and prioritizing, you have to say
“No” to yourself and to others. That is OK too! But, having done the honest discernment,
you will find that they are far fewer than you might expect or might be used to as of now.

Let us constantly remind ourselves that nothing that the Lord puts before usistoo great for
you and Him to cope with TOGETHER. And when thingsin your life seem almost too much
to handle... when 24 hoursin aday are not enough...remember the mayonnaise jar and 2
cups of coffee...

Parish Phone Number : 216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation by ap-
pointment.

Mass I ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of on€ s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead,
and your specia intentions. These are
remembered in prayer and carried to the
atar with the offerings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

Jesus invites al people of faith and
good will to accept him into their
hearts. If age or circumstance prevents
you from receiving sacramental Com-
munion, you are still invited to ap-
proach the altar for ablessing. Please
indicate this to the Eucharistic Minister
by placing your arms across your chest.
The Eucharist is offered under both
species. After bowing reverently and
receiving the sacred host, you are in-
vited to take a sip from the cup.

The deadline for information submitted
to this bulletin isMonday at 12 noon.
Fax submissions to 843-928-3447

or email to stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests
Parishioners may recommend an indi-

vidua or group in need of assistance
from our tithing fund. Please send writ-
ten recommendations to the Parish Cen-
ter.




Week of August 22-27, 2005
Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center

Hospitality

We are in need of hostesses for hospital-
ity. Your help would be needed about
once every three months. If you can
help, please call Lucia Rutherford (881-
8391).

Sacristy & Ushers Needed

Tues. 5:30 p.m. Park West-Arlington
Trent & Dori Bolling
2207 Andover Way 388-9969

Wed. 10:30 a.m. Commomwealth
Wynn & Patty Harding
326 Commonwealth

Thurs. 9:00 am.

881-1115

Dunes West-
Brickfall Estates
Bill & Chris Conway
2110 Seewee Indian Ct.  884-6681
(Please call for a gate pass.)

Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)

All are invited to come and celebrate in

the daily Masses. See the website for

maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Scriptur e Study

All areinvited to our Scripture meeting on
Mondays at 6:00 p.m. at the Parish Center.
Please come and join us tomorrow, August 22",

Readings for the Week of Auqust 21

Sun.* Isaiah 22:19-23; Romans 11:33-36;
Matthew 16:13-20
Mon.+ 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 8b-10;
Matthew 23:13-22
Tues.+ 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8;
Matthew 23:23-26
Wed. + Revelation 21:9b-14; John 1:45-51
Thu.+ 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13;
Matthew 24:42-51
Fri.+ 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Matthew 25:1-13
Sat. + 1 Thessalonians 4:9-11;
Matthew 25:14-30

The atar flowersthis

Sunday are offered by

Judy Gilman, inloving

memory of her parents,
Ralph and Jeanne Gilman.

If you have signed up to donate flowers,
please give or mail your $25 check to
Susan Hauser (1333 Chrismill Lane,

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466). Please send
your dedication message at |east a week
before the publication date to:
stbenedictparish@aol.com

Question? Call Susan Hauser, 849-3028.

Many thanks for your support!

Volunteers are always needed! Anyone
who desires to become part of any of our
St. Benedict ministries, feel freeto sign-
up anytime. Two ministries that have
immediate need for more volunteers to
help distribute the work load are the
ministries of Sacristy and Ushers.

Please contact:

Andy Rusciolelli at 303-2913 (Sacristy)
Terry Gray at 884-1410 (Ushers).

Cleaning Ministry NeedsHelp
Thanks to the hard work of those who
clean pew/benches every Sunday. As
they continue to servein this
ministry, let us give them a

hand and share in this task.

Please come forward and join

this ministry. With enough
volunteers, a rotation sched-

ule will be established. Please
contact Caroline Stoll at 884-2215 or
carolineatthebeach@hotmail.com.

It isbetter togivethan toreceive...
Ittruly is! The Society of St. Vincent de
Paul wants to share with you the satis-
faction we experienced last Saturday
when six of us delivered these itemsto
the family who was burnt out of their
trailer in McClellanville last year: King
size bed, Dining room set, Bed room
suite, End tables, three lamps, etc. Your
generosity made this possible. But the
greatest gift came to us who drove and
delivered the furniture. We hope that
this note shares that joy with you.

COK-SM School BAZAAR
The 54™ Annual COK-SM Bazaar, to be
held on Saturday, September 24™ from
10 am. to 5 p.m. at the Mount Pleasant
Town field in Houston Northcuitt, is
presently in the planning stages. The
Book/Video/CD booth does aterrific job
of recycling child and adult books/CDs,
DVDs and videos you no longer need.
Please call Jeri Drouillard at 884-6180
or Karen Sheldon at 216-8753. Is your
parish ministry group looking for a ser-
vice project? Y ou might consider pro-
viding the manpower for a booth, baking
cakes, helping with take-down, or any of
the many other tasks that contribute to
this tremendous event celebrating Catho-
lic education East of the Cooper. Please
contact Kelly Carr at 881-4700 to help.

Schedule - Auqgust 28, 2005

Scripture Readings
Reading I: Jeremiah 20:7-9  Dolores Vogel
Reading 11: Romans 12:1-2 Chrissy DiNicola
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27
Prayers of the Faithful

Front Door Greeters
Bob & Marilee Little

Guest/Visitor Registration
Leo Albano

Ushers

Hampton Lee, Dom Del Grosso, Hedy Hodge,
Jeff Peterson, Jeff Scott, Fred Gamble,

Randy Cooper, Susan Cooper

Altar Servers
Erin Carroll, Devon McDavid

Nick Christopher

Cross Bearer
Wynn Harding

Children’sLiturgy of the Word
Larisa Dahabi, Jill Peterson

Offertory Gift Bearers
Patrick McKay Family

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Mary Helen Gammon, Judy Gilman
Peggy Harkins, Georgia Hazelton
Cup: Terry Gray, Wynn Harding,
Joe Harkins, Sue Hensch,
Tim Hensch, Hampton Lee

Nursery
Juice: Pat & AlisaTykal

Snack: Janeen Zaio
Check-in: Cathy & Todd Gough
Mary Clifford

Hospitality

Dessert: Lois O®eefe, Tina Okpych,
Michael Okpych, Linda Patten, Leanna Potter,
Betty Potts, Sheila Richardson, LidiaRiley,
Marcia Russo

Collection Counters
Stan Adams, Dawn Heavey

“ A Christian steward does not dedicate time,
talent, treasure that they may become God's,
but because they are God’s.”

Stewardship August 14, 2005

Total Contributions $8,109.94
Diocesan Synod $ 251.00
Our Tithe $ 785.89

Parish L ook Ahead ...

September 1.  Priest’'s Appreciation Day
September 11: F.I.R.E Commitment Sunday
October 2: The Feast of St. Benedict with

Mass followed by parish picnic




