
 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 APRIL 24, 2005                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

By the time you read this message we will, God willing, have a newly elected Pope. Who will he be? 
As I write, only God knows. However, much ink has flowed and the collective media imagination has 
had a great time speculating who it might be. The field is wide open, and we are blessed in the fact that 
the choice is so ample – and that the choice is not ours to make! 
 

No doubt we will have our own ideas of what the new man should be like. We can just see him in our 
mind’s eye. We may have our favorite candidate, and even given him a name. There is probably a 
wish list of all the things he should do or change to bring the Church in line with how we think it 
ought to be. But we do not know. 
 

The fact is that it is not our choice, nor is it that of the cardinals in the last analysis. It is by the work of 
the Holy Spirit that we will get the leader whom the Church requires at this stage of its journey in 
faith. Thank God, we can rely on him to always provide the person whom we need at any given point 
in history. And more often than not that person is someone whom nobody has ever thought of, and 
perhaps few have even heard of. That was certainly the case with John Paul II, John Paul I, and John 
XXIII, yet each was crucial for the development of the faithful, and has brought us to where we are 
today. 
 

Interestingly, I suspect we now look for qualities in a Pope that we would not have dreamt of thirty 
years ago. The world has moved on. Society has moved on, and the Holy Spirit is gently nudging the 
Church forward, also to play its full part in molding world thinking and events, as it is proper that it 
should. 
 

The media has made much of the fact that all but three of the Cardinal electors have been appointed by 
Pope John Paul II, and that we can therefore expect them to come up with a “John Paul look-alike”  to 
succeed him. Such a view is to limit the power of the Holy Spirit in a way that is entirely uncharacter-
istic of her. The fact is that no two people are ever the same. Pope John Paul was unique. Each of the 
Cardinals is unique and would have their own unique priorities and insights and way of ministering, if 
they were called to step into the shoes of Peter. Therefore, however we might label the new Pope as 
conservative, liberal, introvert or extrovert, or what have you, he will in fact minister under the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit in a way that is entirely suited to the Church today. We need to believe that the 
Holy Spirit will see to that. 
 

The Holy Father is the Bishop of Rome. As such, he is a bishop in the Church of God like our Bishop 
Robert Baker and all the others. He is just a little more “equal”  than the rest! But his preeminence is a 
preeminence of service. Vatican II gave us a new paradigm for the Church, replacing the old vision of 
a pyramid with the Pope at the top, the cardinals, the bishops, priests, deacons, religious brothers and 
sisters, and all the people at the bottom propping up the entire edifice with their prayers and cash con-
tributions. Our post Vatican II vision of today is one of concentric circles, or pie charts, with the Pope 
and bishops at the center surrounded by all the people of God, each exercising their own function, like 
a huge pie chart with each piece uniquely valuable. Vatican II saw the Pope in collegiality with all the 
bishops, together having a ministry of teaching and a uniting role among the people of God. 
 

John Paul II, while acknowledging the vision of Vatican II, developed a centrist style of leadership, 
which has no doubt been important at this time. The new Pope will certainly uphold all the central 
teachings of our faith. How that faith might be further discerned, expressed and developed for today’s 
church might now involve a change in style. It all depends on the way the new Pontiff is inspired to 
exercise collegiality with his brother bishops. 
 

Along the same lines, it may be that we will see our worldwide liturgical traditions expressed locally 
in ways that are colored by local traditions represented by bishops from different continents and cul-
tures. The question is: to what extent is unity - a value all agree on - dependent on uniformity of ex-
pression? So many of our so called universal traditions have been built and developed out of local 
customs from different parts of the world. So now the Church is challenged to continue that develop-
ment. Peoples of all races and cultures need to pray and celebrate the great uniting truths of our faith in 
ways most natural to them. The new Pope, with the bishops of the world, will need to discern and 
guide us carefully through all this in the light of the Holy Spirit. 
 

There are so many issues, but the glorious fact remains that, even when we have a named Pope, what 
the Holy Spirit has planned for us through his ministry is a joy that will unfold for us – and for him - 
probably only gradually. Let us pray fervently that we, like the Pope, will be open to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit as these unfold, and learn to rejoice in them whether they come from left or right field 
or, more than likely, from a part of the field that we have never yet visited. 
 

Fear not! Pray for our new Pontiff, and be glad! In all things may God’s will be done! 

Par ish Phone Number :          216-0039 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline:  727-1883 
 
Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation by appointment. 
 
Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to have 
Mass celebrated for your intentions. 
Cards are available there. 
 
Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space. 
 
Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the 

parish for a sufficient period of time. 
2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-

days and Holy Days. 
3. Use of the envelope system in regu-

lar support of the parish. 
4. A serious commitment to the sharing 

of one’s gifts of time and talent. 
 
A book of remembrance is located by 
the church door.  You are welcome to 
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead, 
and your special intentions.  These are 
remembered in prayer and carried to the 
altar with the offerings on Sunday. 
  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound.  For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital. 
 
Communion Procedure   
Jesus invites all people of faith and good 
will to accept him into their hearts.  If 
age or circumstance prevents you from 
receiving sacramental Communion, you 
are still invited to approach the altar for a 
blessing.  Please indicate this to the Eu-
charistic Minister by placing your arms 
across your chest.  The Eucharist is of-
fered under both species.  After bowing 
reverently and receiving the sacred host, 
you are invited to take a sip from the cup. 
 
The deadline for information submitted 
to this bulletin is Monday at 12 noon. 
Fax submissions to 843-928-3447 
or e-mail  to stbenedictparish@aol.com. 
 
Tithing Requests 
Parishioners may recommend an individ-
ual or group in need of assistance from 
our tithing fund.  Please send written 
recommendations to the Parish Center. 



Schedule - May 1, 2005 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I:  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17        Tim Hensch 
Reading II:  1 Peter 3:15-18  Courtney Hensch 
Gospel: John 14:15-21 
Prayers of the Faithful                  Rebecca Lee 
 

Front Door  Greeters 
David, Karen & Lucas Mayer 
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration 
Caroline Stoll 
 

Ushers  Paul Kowalchick, Paul Couture, 
 Richard Garcia, Gerald Blanchard, 
 Linda Koch, Paulette Joyce 
 

Altar  Servers 
Sam Carpentier, Melissa Hensch 
 

Cross Bearer   Sr. Nancy 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Traci Peters, Cyndi Van Meir 
 

Offer tory Gift Bearers   
Philip Kuhl Family 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread:  Tom Campbell, Bert Carlin,  
 Mary Helen Gammon, Terry Gray 
Cup:  Mindy Carroll, Chris Conway,  
 Barbara Gamble, Wynn Harding, 
 Joe Harkins, Georgia Hazelton 
 

Nursery 
Juice:  Sonya & Ed Long 
Snack:  Michele Gawryluk 
Check-in:  Paula & Andrew Burrichter 
Anne Higginbotham 
 

Hospitality   
Hostesses:  Sandy Funk, Rebecca Lee  
Desser t:  Peggy Klimecki, Mercedes Livreri, 
Sonja Long, Karen Mayer, Amy McCarthy, 
Anna McClure, Maria McTighe, Francine 
Meineke, Christine Miller  
 

Collection Counters 
Stanley Adams, Carole Harris 

 

Week of  Apr il 25 - May 1, 2005 
 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.               Par ish Center  
 6:00 p.m., Scr ipture Study 
 

Tues. 5:30 p.m. Brickyard- 
                                 Magnolia Grove                                                                                                                                                     
 Jim & Jean Sullivan 
 1255 Old Ivy Way           856-9993   

Wed. 10:30 a.m.     Charleston National-
 Harleston Green 
 Caroline Stoll 
 4053 Harleston Green 884-2215 
 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.     Park West-Keswick 
 George & Jane O'Brien 
 2436 Draymohr Court 971-1818                                        
 

Fri. 9:00 a.m.               Parish Center 
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.         Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)! 
 Children' s Liturgy (ages-4-6)!   
 

All are invited to come and celebrate in 
the daily Masses. See the website for 
maps, any changes in the Mass schedules 
and other parish information including 
registration forms. 

New Scr ipture Study Schedule  
Beginning Apr il 25, the Scripture group 
will meet on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the 
Parish Center. (No Mass following 
Scripture because the Monday Mass will 
follow its regular morning schedule.) 
 

Note that on the 2nd Monday of each 
month, we will meet at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Please watch the schedule notice under 
Mass Schedule. 
 

Asst. Altar  Server  Coordinator   
Susanna Bleyer is looking for someone 
who would like to assist with the Altar 
Servers ministry. If interested, please 
call 884-7456 or 817-3122. 
 

ECCO Golf Tournament 
ECCO is looking for volunteers to help 
organize their May 16, 2005  ªFORE 
OUR NEEDY NEIGHBORSº charity 
golf tournament to be held at the River-
towne Country Club. Help is needed in 
soliciting hole sponsors as 
well as players. This is one of 
ECCO's major fund raisers. 
The more help they can get, 
the easier it will be to reach 
their goal. If you can help in 
any way, call 849-9220 or 
email psuchy@eccocharleston.org. 
 

Low Country 5K Run 
The First Annual Low Country Shrimp 
Festival 5K Run will be held on Satur-
day, May 7 in McClellanville. The event 
will benefit the ªSeewee to Santee 
Youth Runnersº. Application forms are 
available from  Judy Gilman (887-3944) 
or at www.Actioncarolina.com. 
 

Divine Redeemer Admissions 
Divine Redeemer Catholic School in 
Hanahan, is presently accepting applica-
tions for admissions for the 2005-2006 
school year. Please call 
the office at 553-1521 
for more information. 
 

Head Start Program 
The Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester 
counties Head Start Program is currently 
taking applications for the 2005-2006 
school year. This program is for children 
three and four years old of age, primarily 
from low income and disadvantaged 
families (included are children with dis-
abilities—developmentally delayed; 
hearing, speech, vision, orthopedic im-
pairments, etc.)  For additional informa-
tion, please call the Awendaw Head 
Start Center at (843) 928-3322, Monday 
to Friday, 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Weekday Readings 
 

Mon. 4/25± 1 Peter 5:5b-14; Mark 16:15-20 
Tue. 4/26± Acts 14:19-28; John 14:27-31a  
Wed. 4/27± Acts 15:1-6; John 15:1-8  
Thu. 4/28± Acts 15:7-21; John 15:9-11 
Fri. 4/29± Acts 15:22-31; John 15:12-17  
Sat. 4/30± Acts 16:1-10; John 15:18-21  

The altar flowers this 
Sunday are offered 
by the Friend family 
in loving memory of 
Simone Gaudreau, 
Sue' s mother, on the 

anniversary of her birth, April 19. 

 
 
 
When you welcome a new baby into 
your home, we also would like to wel-
come your newest family member to our 
St. Benedict community. 
 

We will arrange to come and take a 
photo of your baby to be displayed at 
Church and to publish a notice of our 
newest arrival in this bulletin. 
 

Please notify George & Jane O'Brien by 
calling 971-1818. 

 

 

Christian Stewardship trains us to become 
aware that God is the ultimate giver of the gifts 
we have. To give to God should be “ from the 
top”  — not what may be left over. 

Stewardship Apr il 17, 2005 

Total Contributions $ 8,583.10 

Catholic Home Mission $ 25.00 

Our Tithe $ 855.81 

There will be a St. Vincent de Paul special 
collection following Mass on May 1. 


