25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 19, 2004
A Message from Father Paul

The most precious gift that we have received from God is the gift of our faith. Many of us take
that gift entirely for granted. Y et, if we accept that gift, it is that faith that shapes and motivates

all that we areand do in life, and also our relationships with others.

Faith is not just the knowing of a series of doctrines and the following of a number of moral
precepts. Faith isthe firm belief that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, and that he will be
with usin his Holy Spirit, whatever befalls us. That is good news indeed — to have afriend, a
confidant, in whom we can put our total trust — and forever!

No two people have the same calling or relationship with Jesus. Some of us experience the call
to intimacy with him within the Catholic Church - through one particular faith community
within it. Within that community thereis normally a particular person of faith —a parent,
friend, or another parishioner —who, being Christ for them, specifically draws them to open
themselves to also receive his gift.

Jesus presents this gift for each of usin auniquely personal way. Many of us were baptized
into the faith as infants as the consequence of our parents’ faith. In that case we are invited to
confirm that gift for ourselves in the sacrament of Confirmation, which we celebrate today with
the Bishop.

Others are led to faith only when as adults we are able to make our own choices and responses.
They can make their own the prayer of the follower of Jesus “Lord | do believe, help thou my
unbelief.” If such be the case, in the Catholic Church, they are invited to journey with the faith-
ful through the process called the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults— R.C.I.A. for short.

In whatever way we may have received the gift, we have received it not just for ourselves. We
hold it, like all good things, in stewardship, and to share it with each and everyone we meet on
our journey. Itisfor usto build up the faith of the community by our prayer and the example
of our own lived faith.

The gift isalso given to usto share with those on the edges of the community There are many
in the parish, who faithfully come to our celebrations, week by week, and who have done so for
years, because their families go, or because they like what we do and stand for. Y et they have
just not taken the step to actually join us fully. They need to know that we love them dearly.
They are God's gift to us, and they are most welcome to be with us.

Why they do not make the step into the community may be a mystery to us and perhaps to them
also. They may be bewildered by particular things that we do or believe, or the way we present
our beliefs. They may feel that they need to know all the answers before joining up. If that is
the case they may be waiting for a very long time! They only need to look around them to see
that none of us has al the answers. | hope they do see that we all have — in this community -
whatever “answers’ or knowledge we need to fully respond to our Lord’ s call. None of us will
know the Lord or the answers fully until we see him face to face in heaven. Until then, we are
all more or less stumbling along the road, experiencing the whole range of spiritual and human
emotions, having fun too, while propping each other up on our journey of faith to wherever
God leads us. We do this in the certain knowledge that he will never leave us.

For some, Sunday morning church has become a routine, and they may never have thought that
there is yet more to be had. Others are merely waiting for someone to issue them the invitation
to comeright in to join uson the journey. God has given it to us — each of us—to do the invit-
ing —just to come and see in theinitial stages. If what they see speaks to them, they can go fur-
ther on the journey with us. God has no mouthpiece but ours, and he trusts us to issue hisinvi-
tation. When was the last time you delivered that message to anyone? When was the last time
that you actually told your spouse of another denomination what ajoy it would be if you could
both share the depth of your faith in the same way that you share everything else? In God's
good time they may respond in afaith filled way, to what God's Spirit will implant in their
hearts.

Dolores Vogel (971-6596), and Sister Nancy (856-8734) have generoudly taken over the work
of coordinating our R.C.I.A. process, spearheaded in such a wonderfully dedicated way by
Kathy Eovino for the past four years. The processis about to start once more. Please contact
them or me at any time if you are wondering about God’s call. There is aways room for more
enquirers, and all are most welcome to come and see!

A Letter from our Bishop

My Dear Friendsin Christ,

| appeal to you today to give generously
to the upcoming Annual Diocesan Col-
lection for The Catholic University of
America in Washington, D.C. Although
there are many fine Catholic colleges and
universitiesin our country, The Catholic
University of America, founded by the
American bishops and chartered by the
Vatican, is distinguished as the national
university of the Catholic Church in the
United States, with a special responsibil-
ity to educate future leaders for our
Church and for our nation. In this sense,
The Catholic University of America be-
longsto all of usin the Church, regard-
less of where welive.

Catholic University’ s outreach to high
school seniorsisone direct way that it
serves parishes more fully. Itsrecently
established Parish Scholarship Program
offers an annual and renewable guaran-
teed scholarship to high school seniors
who are accepted for study in its under-
graduate programs. Details of the pro-
gramare mailed directly to the pastor
and are also available in the admissions
materials. The effect of this program on
parishes nationally has been very posi-
tive and more than half of the incoming
freshmen are recipients of this university-
funded parish scholarship award. These
students will benefit from an education
rich in the spirit of faith and the Catholic
intellectual heritage.

Your generosity allows Catholic Univer-
sity to continue its service to the Church
in our country. For 100 years, the uni-
versity has turned to you to support this
special work of Catholic higher educa-
tion. Your contributions help students
who would not otherwise be able to at-
tend our national Catholic University. |
encourage you to join me in supporting
this most worthwhile educational initia-
tive.

Sncerely yoursin Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker

Bishop of Charleston

Eucharistic Ador ation: Parish Center
every Wed. & Thurs. from 5:30-6:30pm.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation by appointment.

Mass Intentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions.
Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space.




Week of September 20-24, 2004

Mon. 9am Parish Center
Tues. 6:30pm Planter' s Pointe

Leonard & Freda Wojno

3363 Lindner Lane

Scripture Study 5:30pm
\Wed. 9am Charleston Nationa

Robert & Sandra Summers

3200 Heathland Way 884-1160
Thurs. 9am  Dunes West-Brickfall Estates
Bill & Chris Conway
2110 Sewee Indian Ct.  884-8168
Please call for a gate pass

Parish Center

216-6221

Fri. 9am

[The Nursery isavailable for children ages
1-4 before and during our Sunday Mass.

The Rosary is said every Sunday before Mass
beginning at 9am in the little room to the left
of the altar.

Confirmation Congratulations!
Congratulations to all who celebrated the sac-
rament of Confirmation with Bishop Baker
today!

Flowersfor the Altar

The flowers by the altar this Sunday are of-
fered in loving memory of Albert and Ann
\Vogel, parents of Margaret Riggs and Dolores
\VVogel.

Tier | Youth Ministry Group

The Tier | Youth Ministry group (grades 9-12)
will meet TONIGHT, 5-7 p.m., at the County
Park, Isle of Palms. Meet near the volleyball
court. Dinner will be provided. For addi-
tional detail or directions, contact Dolores
327-2672.

October 3rd - St. Benedict's Day

Here at St. Benedict's, we celebrate our parish
birthday and the feast of our patron saint with
a Mass of thanksgiving for blessings received
during the past year, our fifth as a parish com-
munity. Our many blessings are highlighted
in the day' s homily, prayers of the faithful,
and children's Liturgy of the Word. Those
lamong us who received the Sacraments of
Baptism, First Eucharist, and/or Confirmation
during the year are invited to wear their sacra-
mental garments. Therest of us wear whiteto
commemorate our baptismal covenant of
faith. A picnic at Palmetto Park will follow
our celebration at Mass. Sign up for commit-
tees (set up, food, cooking, clean up, take
down) after Mass today and next Sunday. Or
call Mike or Becky Brown (856-3643).

Formation of Prayer Groups

All interested in forming various prayer
groups please come to a meeting Mon-
day, Sept. 20 at 7 PM at Peggy Harkins,
3192 Linksland Rd., Charleston Na-
tional. For more information, call Carol
Blanchard 849-8588. Parish wide
Prayer Buddies will be forming. Look
for the sign up sheet on Sun. Sept. 26.
All signed up will be given a prayer
buddy to pray with throughout the year.
For more information call Carol Blanch-
ard 849-8588.

St. Benedict Prayer Group

\We will meet on Wed. September 29 at
7:30PM at Joe & Maudie Araujo's, 2658
Magnolia Place Ct., Brickyard. For
directions, call 881-6754.

All Ministries Conference

On Friday, October 15, 2004 the Dio-
cese of Charleston will be hosting its
annual All Ministries Conference. The
conference will be held at the Russell
House, at the University of South Caro-
linain Columbia. The theme of the con-
ference is2Building Communities of
Life ... Beginninginthe Parish.® St.
Benedict Church will sponsor the atten-
dees and we will register as a parish.
Simply call the parish office to register
by Monday, September 20th. Thisisa

great opportunity to grow in solidarity
with the Diocese of Charleston.

COK-SM Bazaar

Help is still needed for several booths.
Please contact Karen Attanasi (881-
0186) for detailed information.

Celebrate Building on Faith Week

East Cooper Habitat: Mt. Pleasant Pres-
byterian Church invites usto join with
them on Tues. Sept. 28 or Thurs. Sept.
30 to help with a meal for volunteers at
abuilding site. Thiswould be a great
FIRE group activity. E-mail David
Barnard at david@eastcooperhabitat.org
or call 881-2600 for details.

Healing after Abortion

A Rachel's Vineyard weekend retreat
Wwill be held in Rock Hill, SC on October
1-3. Anyone needing healing from a
past abortion is welcome to attend. Call
Mariaat (704) 467-0469. See
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/ or call

1-877-HOPE 4 ME for more informa-
tion. Your cal is confidential. If

you are interested in serving as a mem-
ber of the retreat team, you are also in-
vited to call.

Schedule - September 26, 2004

Scripture Readings

Reading |: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 ChristinaHensch

Reading I1: 1 Timothy 6:11-16 Tim Hensch
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31
Prayers of the Faithful Fred Koch

Front Door Greeters

Sheila Richardson, Stephanie Kelleher

| nfor mation/Registration

Caroline Stoll
Ushers
Paul Kowalchick, Tom Couture, Richard Garcia,

Hedy Hodge, Rob Tykal, Linda Koch, Paulette Joyce

Altar Servers
Patrick Kelleher, Andrew Russdll

Cross Bearer
IAndrew Burrichter

Children’sLiturgy of the Word

Gina Scott, Elaine Gautier, Mitchell Scott

Offertory Gift Bearers

Robert & Lori Smilak

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Peggy Harkens, Georgia Hazelton, Hampton
Lee, Cleo Letts

Cup: Sue Hensch, Tim Hensch, Richard Kalbfleisch,
Howard Letts, Marilee Little, Robert Little

Nursery
Juice: Erinbeth & David Massi

Snack: Colleen Craig
Check In: Tracy D' Annunzio; Clare Blackwell,
Ruthann Schwinn

Hospitality

Hostesses: Phyllis DiNicola, Lynn Tortorici
Desserts: Jim Sullivan, Chris Tokarz, Katie Tokarz,
Pat Tykal, CynthiaVan Meir, Kelly vanVliet, Annie
\V oytko, Wendy Albano, Agnes Appiagyei-Dankah

Stewar dship September 12, 2004

2\We have agreat deposit in children; let us attend to
them with great care.® John Chrysostom

Total Contributions $7,207.00
Seminary $35.00
Our Tithe $717.20
Parish Phone Number:  216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline:  727-1883




