30th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JL’ OCTOBER 24, 2004
‘_JP A Message from Father Paul

Enclosed with this bulletin you will find the income and expense statements for the parish of
St. Benedict for the fiscal year July 2003 — July 2004, together with the budget for the current
fiscal year. | invite all parishionersto study these figures carefully. Our income continues to
grow while our expenses have been well managed within the budgeted figures for last year.
There is much to be proud of and hopeful about.

We have much for which we may give heartfelt thanks. First, we need to thank all those who
have been so generous with their contributions in their weekly envel opes. We may also be
extremely grateful to Georgia French and the entire Finance Committee for the way in which
they have cared for and nurtured our financial resources to give us such a pleasing result. |
also need to thank Marianne Johnson, Tracy D’ Annunzio, and Eileen Mlotok, all parishion-
erswho have at various times during the last fiscal year acted as bookkeepers for us. Since
the beginning of this financial year we have the services of Todd Smith, not a member of the
parish, but who is responsible through Georgia to me for the entire bookkeeping function.
Between them they have converted the computerized bookkeeping process to QuickBooks —
amajor step forward that makes the tracking of our funds, and the generation of al the re-
ports we and the diocese need, a great deal easier and less time consuming.

Although we have been doing well over the past year, we as a parish have ambitious plans
for building a church complex, and over the coming years we aso need to pay off the cost of
the land that the Diocese has purchased on our behalf. All thisisimportant to us, if we areto
grow and develop in the way we all hope. But the life of the Church is not just about feather-
ing our own nest, or about splendid building projects. Aswe grow, the costs of administra-
tion and education will inevitably grow, and as our outreach to the poor becomes more effec-
tive, our financial resources will be stretched there also.

We are afully tithing parish, and proud to be so. This means that just as we, individually, are
encouraged to tithe our income to “charity”, (suggested: 5% to the Church, 1% to the Dioce-
san Church, and 4% to other charities of our own choosing) so the parish also tithes all the
income it receives from whatever source. We plan to build our church buildings with funds
raised from our weekly collections. The parish is committed to use the tithe deducted from
the funds we spend on the church building to also build houses for the very poor in our im-
mediate neighborhood and el sewhere through the agency of “Habitat for Humanity”. Thus
by the end of the first phase of our building program, all being well, we may hope to have
also built four houses for others who, without our help, would have no decent roof over their
heads. It is my hope that besides providing financial aid, we will also be able to organize
work forces from among parishioners to actually help with the construction of these houses.

Next Sunday, at the end of Mass, Georgia will be presenting our financial situation to the
entire parish and explaining the implications of the figures. Asaparish family, it isimpor-
tant that we all have a working knowledge of our financial situation. Yes, we are afamily,
and we all need to take our share of the responsihility - even for our financia state. We can-
not do this effectively unless we have the facts before us. | want you to have those facts. It is
not sufficient for anyone of our adult members to palm off our responsibility on other family
members, or to excuse ourselves from shouldering the responsibility “because | am not inter-
ested” or “because there are others who can discharge it far better than | can!” To be deliber-
ately ignorant about the parish finances, or to choose not to be a part of the planning for the
future when our input is required, isto behave irresponsibly.

There will not be the distraction of coffee after next Sunday’ s Mass — fasting sharpens our
mental “intake’! | ask you instead to be patient, and to plan for extratime at the end of Mass
to receive a clear presentation of our financial state. | ask you to do whatever it takesto allow
you to participate, giving yourself sufficient time and space to listen, and to absorb what will
be explained. To thisend | ask that all those F.I.R.E. groups planning to meet immediately
after mass, to arrange to meet half an hour later to allow all their members to participate.
There will be an opportunity at the presentation to ask any questions you need for clarifica-
tion.

It is extremely important that we are all there to hear, and to get afeel for all the issuesin-
volved and the financial hurdles before us as we work towards the fulfillment of our exciting
vision for the future.

The future is yours and the plans can only be fulfilled by you!

Parish Phone Number:  216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline:  727-1883

Eucharistic Ador ation: Parish Center
every Wed. & Thurs. from 5:30-6:30pm.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation by appointment.

Mass Intentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions.
Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space.

Active M ember ship in our parish is de-

termined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the par-
ish for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the sharing
of one' s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead,
and your special intentions. These are
remembered in prayer and carried to the
altar with the offerings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
vigitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For aplanned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

Jesusinvites all people of faith and good
will to accept himinto their hearts. If age
or circumstance prevents you from re-
celving sacramental Communion, you are
gtill invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Pleaseindicate thisto the Eu-
charistic Minister by placing an index
finger over your lips. The Eucharist is
offered under both species. After bowing
reverently and receiving the sacred host,
you are invited to take a sip from one of
the cups.

The deadline for information submitted
to thishbulletinis Tuesday at 10am. Fax
submissions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail
to stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests

Parishioners may recommend an individ-
ual or group in need of assistance from
our tithing fund. Please send written
recommendations to the Parish Center.




Week of October 25-29, 2005
NO MASSES
The Mass schedule for each week is also
posted on the St. Benedict website.

[The Nursery isavailable for children ages
1-4 before and during our Sunday Mass.

The Rosary is said every Sunday before Mass
beginning at 9am in the little room to the left
of the altar.

Baptism
\We welcome into our St. Bene-

dict faith community today,
Amanda L ee Falcone, daughter
of Rocco and Michelle, and
Charles Angus Carper, son of
Jeff and Hesather.

RCIA

On Tuesday evenings at 7pm, a group of peo-
ple from our parish meet at Dolores Vogel®
home. We meet for the Rite of Christian Ini-
tiation of Adults. (RCIA) Fred Gamble and
Kelly and Jacquie Hobgood, who are husband
and wife, have expressed interest in joining
the Catholic Church. They are now in the In-
quiry period of the RCIA process. During this
first stage of the process, we talk about Catho-
lic beliefs and practices, we share our

faith stories and discover how God is walking
with us on our faith journey. Weinvite pa-
rishionersto join us on Tuesdays to help pro-
\vide the warm hospitality we are noted for and
to give support to Jacquie, Kelly and Fred.

For more information, please call Dolores at
971-6596 or Sister Nancy at 856-8734.

The Creed

Sister Nancy isleading usfor 6 weeksin a
study of our CATHOLIC CREED. Evening
sessions are on Mon., 7pm at Caroline Stoll®
house, 4053 Harleston Green (884-2215).
Daytime sessions are on Tues., 9:30am at Dori
Bolling®house, 2207 Andover Way (388-
9969). Saturday morning sessions are at
8:30am at Sister Nancy®house, 1148 Camel-
liaDr. (856-8734).

March for Life 2005

Join Bishop Baker and Catholics across the
state for the March for Life 2005 in Washing-
ton, DC, Jan. 23-24, 2005. Trip cost includes
airfare and hotel. Must register by Oct. 29,
2004. For moreinformation, call Valerie
Baronkin (864)297-8838 or Knights of Co-
lumbus call Jim St. Clair (803)425-0340.

Bishop England Open House

Bishop England High School will hold
an Open House on Monday, Nov. 8 at
7pm at its Daniel Island campus. This
event will be for prospective students
(grades 9, 10 and 11) and their parents.
At the Open House, registration forms
for the Placement Test to be held on Jan.
8, 2005 will be available.

Christmas Commandos

\Volunteer coordinators are needed for
the next few months. This project sup-
ports Lowcountry children who have
lost a parent before or during the holi-
days. Call Stacy Hamburger at 216-
8325.

LovealaCarte

Diners wanted! The 11th Annua Love
ala Carte, a day of hope for the hungry,
event will be held Tuesday, October 26,
2004. Look for East Cooper arearestau-
rants displaying the Love ala Carte
logo. These restaurants commit up to
10% of the patrons' food purchases for
the day to support East Cooper Commu-
nity Outreach (ECCO) services that help
individuals and families who struggle to
make ends meet. Make this a special
day for you, family, friends, and the
needy by simply dining out! A list of
participating restaurants will appear in
the October 20th edition of the Moultrie
News.

Because you asked...

\What follows is the seventh of nine bul-
letin articles highlighting changes and
new initiatives that the Pastoral Council
and multiple ministry teams are imple-
menting in response to our 2003 parish
survey results. Asyou've probably no-
ticed over the past eight months, many
of them are already in place.

Youth Ministry

- Recruit David Hun-
ton as leader of the
Y outh Ministry.
Create athreetiered
team structure
through which older
youth mentor
younger ones through ministry ac-
tivities under the guidance of an
adult core group.
Encourage active involvement by
youth in other parish ministries.
Promote active involvement by
youth in parish stewardship and
outreach efforts.

Schedule - October 31, 2004

Scripture Readings

Reading |: Wisdom 11:22-2:2 Drew Burrichter
Reading I1: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2

Christina Hensch
Gospel: Luke 19:1-10
Prayers of the Faithful Tim Hensch

Front Door Greeters

Jim, Nicole & Jennifer Riley

| nfor mation/Registration

Caroline Stoll

Ushers

Mike Podiak, Jeff Scott, Bob Brimmer, Hampton
Lee, Gerad Blanchard, Dom Del Grosso, Jeff Pe-
terson

Altar Servers
Christina Hensch, Ryan Foster

Cross Bearer
Joe Mueller

Children’s L iturgy of the Word

Sandy Funk, Madeline McKay

Offertory Gift Bearers

Kurt and Sue Friend and Family

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Kevin Carpentier, Mindy Carroll, Judy
Gilman, Joe Harkins

Cup: Chris Conway, Barbara Gamble, Mary Helen
Gammon, Peggy Harkins, Georgia Hazelton, Sue
Hensch

Nursery
Juice: Caroline Stoll

Snack: Kelly van Vliet
Check In: Dana Tutela; Margaret Riggs

Hospitality

There will be no refreshments this Sunday because
of the financial report after Mass.

Stewar dship October 17, 2004

21t isnot asinto haveriches, but it isasin to set
our hearts on them.® John Baptist De La Salle

$6,560.00
$656.00

Total Contributions
Our Tithe




