29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 17, 2004
A Message from Father Paul
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We can be rightly proud of all the outreach work that is being undertaken by members of
our parish through our St. Vincent de Paul group, so devotedly led by Joe Mueller,
through Habitat for Humanity where David and Mary Ann Barnard are the driving forces,
through Meals on Wheels, and severa other programs. Apart from these, thereis much
quiet but effective work going on through initiatives that are perhaps less known but
equally effective. Many parishioners serve in different ways without anyone knowing
about their efforts. Our giving of ourselvesin this way can only bring great blessings on
the givers and the parish asawhole. | am most grateful as well as being proud of al this
activity going on behind the scenes on behalf of St. Benedict's.

Of course, the needs seem to be almost inexhaustible. There always seemsto be a new
challenge around the corner. One challenge, that Bishop Baker has thrown into the ring,
has been unabtrusively taken up by Gene McLaughlin together with Frank Hyatt, a doc-
tor and parishioner elsewhere. Together, they minister to visiting seafarers at the Port of
Charleston. On the face of it, such a ministry sounds an unlikely sort of outreach “fit” for
us. However the need is great - as always!

It appears that some 75% of the seafarers docking at Charleston are Catholic. Many of
them are separated from their family for months at atime, and have to find their way in
strange lands with strange customs and most often without a mastery of the local lan-
guage. They have to be feeling very lost and vulnerable.

Against this background, 95% of the work of welcoming them and seeing to their spiri-
tual and material needs is done by enthusiastic Protestant evangelists with the full back-
ing of their churches. We need to be able to look after our own somehow! Y et the
Catholic cadre in the face of thiswork is Gene and Frank working at weekends at one of
the four port terminals. No wonder they sometimes get a little overwhelmed by their
daunting undertaking. Y et every person welcomed, every soul touched, every need met
is one more meeting with Christ, one more than there would have been were it not for
their ministry.

In practice, the ministry consists mainly of visiting the ships and seamen in port, giving
out prayer cards, holy water, and Catholic booklets to Catholic seamen. These are well
received. There also are some tracts and videos for the non-Christians, which with prayer
might just be a channel of grace for some of them.

Thereisavan, and they give rides to and from the local Wal-Mart, and on Sundays some
of the men come with them to Mass — often the first time they have been able to go to
churchin months! Insurance on the van is covered by the Charleston Port and Seafarers
Society, the ecumenical parent organization, whose board has been most welcoming to
the idea of an appropriately larger Catholic presence at the Port.

The need isfor some Catholic volunteersto take part in this ministry one or two days per
month. Women are especially welcome and helpful in thistype of ministry. The atmos-
phere in which they minister is very respectful and appreciative. The work itself is easy,
with very little stress. It can be learned in aday. Gene and Frank tell us that everyone
they know who participates thoroughly enjoysit. They feel particularly gratified that they
really do affect souls for the better!

Gene and Frank would love you to come ship-visiting with them one of these daysjust to
seeif thisis something that might interest you, something to which you might feel a call.
Why not think about it? If nothing else, it is worth watching the huge ships docking, the
enormous cranes loading and unloading 18-wheelers with al the crashing and banging
that goes with the job. And you will meet people from different nations and all sorts of
walks of life whom you would normally never get the chance to mest.

Why not give Gene a call at 849-2271 or Frank at 843-623-3965? Or at weekends, you
can call 709-0823 - theterminal cell phone! | hope to go myself one Sunday after Mass
if that works for the ministry.

Thissurely isaclear case where “the harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few!” | com-
mend it.

Parish Phone Number:  216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline:  727-1883

Eucharistic Ador ation: Parish Center
every Wed. & Thurs. from 5:30-6:30pm.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation by appointment.

Mass Intentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions. Cards
are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship en-
velopes are in the pockets of the banner at
the entrance to our worship space.

Active M ember ship in our parish is deter-

mined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the parish
for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regular
support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the sharing
of one' s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by the
church door. Y ou are welcome to inscribe
the names of the sick, the dead, and your
special intentions. These are remembered
in prayer and carried to the altar with the
offerings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange for
prayer, anointing, communion and visita-
tionif you or aloved oneis hospitalized or
homebound. For aplanned operation,
please request the Sacrament of the Sick
prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

Jesusinvites all people of faith and good
will to accept himinto their hearts. If age
or circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are still
invited to approach the altar for a blessing.
Please indicate this to the Eucharistic Min-
ister by placing an index finger over your
lips. The Eucharist is offered under both
species. After bowing reverently and re-
ceiving the sacred host, you are invited to
take a sip from one of the cups.

The deadline for information submitted to
thisbulletinis Tuesday at 10am. Fax sub-
missions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail to
stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests

Parishioners may recommend an individ-
ual or group in need of assistance from our
tithing fund. Please send written recom-
mendations to the Parish Center.




Week of October 18-22, 2004
Mon. 9am Parish Center
Tues. 6:30pm  Park West-Ellington Woods
Charlie & Ellen Sanaga
1326 Kings Ford Lane 849-7702
Scripture Study 5:30pm
\Wed.10: 30am Darrell Creek-Commonwealth
Gerald & Carol Blanchard
413Commonwealth Rd.

849-8588

Thurs. 9am Park West-Ellington Woods
George & Jane O'Brien
2436 Draymohr Ct. 971-1818
Fri. NO MASS

[The Nursery isavailable for children ages
1-4 before and during our Sunday Mass.

The Rosary is said every Sunday before Mass
beginning at 9am in the little room to the left
of the altar.

A L etter for our Bishop

My dear Friendsin Christ,

As we celebrate World Mission Sunday, Oct.
24, we are mindful of the responsibility given
to us at our Baptism to be active participants
in the Church’s mission to all peoples. Today,
mor e than two-thirds of the world' s people
have yet to hear the great “ Good News’ of
Jesus Chrigt, their Savior, or to experience-
through the word and witness of missionaries-
the abiding love of His Father. World Mis-
Sion Sunday gives us the opportunity, within
the context of the Eucharist, to offer our
prayers and support for the mission of making
Jesus known, even “ to the ends of the earth.”
As Pope John Paul |1 notes in his message for
this year’s World Mission Sunday celebration:
" When we take part in the Eucharistic Sacri-
fice we under stand more profoundly the uni-
\ver sality of redemption and, consequently, the
urgency of the Church’s mission.”

On World Mission Sunday, we unite with
Catholics throughout the world-all of us gath-
ered at the Eucharist-in special commitment
to the missionary task. We should pray for the
Church’s missionary work and offer our per-
sonal sacrifices-our own sufferings, our cares
land concerns-in union with the sufferings of
Christ on the Cross for the salvation of the
world. We, also, should offer financial help
through the Propagation of the Faith for the
Church’swork in more than 1,100 dioceses
throughout the Missions...

Gratefully your in Christ,

Most Rev. Robert J. Baker

Bishop of Charleston

Gardeners

\We are meeting on Sat. Oct. 23 from 9-
12 at the Mansion to spruce up for the
fall. Please bring gloves, rakes, & clip-
pers. If you have any questions please
contact Patty at 881-1115. Seeyou
there.

The Creed

Sister Nancy isleading us for 6 weeksin
a study of our CATHOLIC CREED.
Evening sessions are on Mon., 7pm at
Caroline Stoll®house, 4053 Harleston
Green (884-2215). Daytime sessions
are on Tues., 9:30am at Dori Bolling®
house, 2207 Andover Way (388-9969).
Saturday morning sessions are at
8:30am at Sister Nancy®house, 1148
CamelliaDr., nextto Christ Our King's
parking lot (856-8734).

Priests Appreciation Day!!!

Thurs., Oct. 21 at 7-9pm at Bishop Eng-
land High School. Everyoneisinvited.
Come join us for great food, music and
fun, and especially the opportunity to let
our priests know how much we care.

March for Life 2005

Join Bishop Baker and Catholics across
the state for the March for Life 2005 in
\Washington, DC, Jan. 23-24, 2005. Trip
cost includes airfare and hotel. Must
register by Oct. 29, 2004. For more
information, call Valerie Baronkin
(864)297-8838 or K of C call Jim St.
Clair (803)425-0340.

Because you asked...

\What follows is the sixth of nine bulletin
articles highlighting changes and new
initiatives that the Pastoral Council and
multiple ministry teams are implement-
ing in response to our 2003 parish sur-
\vey results. Asyou' ve probably noticed
over the past eight months, many of
them are aready in place.
Hospitality
- Rename the Welcoming ministry as
aCommunity Building®.
Structure the Community Building
ministry with committees for Parish
activities and specia events.
Establish a budget for the Commu-
nity Building ministry.
Host a newcomers event every
quarter.
Publicly recognize new and visiting
members of the congregation before]
Mass each week.
Display signage in the hall that in-
vites visitors and new membersto
stay for hospitality after Mass.

Schedule - October 24, 2004

Scripture Readings

Reading |: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18 Allen Carroll
Reading I1: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 Jean Sulliva
Gospel: Luke 18:9-14
Prayers of the Faithful Sue Christopher

Front Door Greeters

Jim & Kristen Jacksa

| nfor mation/Registration

Mike Brown

Ushers Terry Gray, Dennis D' Annunzio, Joe Har-
kins, Mindy Carroll, Leo Kosinski, Pat McKay,
Michadl Hauser

Altar Servers
Patrick Kelleher, Andrew Russdll

Cross Bearer
Sister Nancy

Children’sLiturgy of the Word

Traci Peters, Sheila Richardson, Meggan Hodge

Offertory Gift Bearers

Trent & Dori Bolling and Family

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Jerry & Lois O'Keefe, Jim Stott, Pauline
Sullivan

Cup: Chris Petry, Maryann Russell, Caroline Stall,
Gerald & Carol Blanchard, Tom Campbell

Nursery
Juice: Allison Kennedy

Snack: Amanda & Mike McAdams
Check In: Dave Hamburger, Anne Higginbotham

Hospitality

Hostesses: Kim Harris, Barbara Gamble
Desserts. Marilee Little, Erinbeth Massie, Karen
Mayer, Amy McCarthy, Sean McCarthy, Ana
McClure, Elaine McLaughlin, MariaMcTighe,
Francine Meineke

Stewar dship October 10, 2004

?Hold your eyes on God and leave the doing to
Him. That isall the doing you have to worry
about.° Jane Frances De Chantal

Total Contributions
Our Tithe

$6,117.00
$611.70




