FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

DECEMBER 26, 2004
A Message from Father Paul
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Christmastide, of all times of the year, is devoted to “family”: to celebration, that we are
“family”, to thanksgiving, for all the blessings of “family”. We are also aware of those
who are single and have no family, those who are recently bereaved and for whom Christ-
mas this year will have been a bitter-sweet experience. We think of those whose families
liein ruins, through infidelity, through strife or through all too human mutual misunder-
standing. We think of those far away in the course of duty, in Iraq or elsewhere, for
whom Christmas may have been nothing short of harrowing — very different from the fun
and games we see portrayed on our Christmas cards and on television!

Y et Christ has come into the lives of all these, each in his own special way, unless they
have deliberately blocked him out.

Christmasis not primarily about “having fun”. Christmas is about the wonder that Christ,
the Son of God “has leaped down from his mighty throne” to live along-side each of us,

to share with us our joys and also our frustrations and sorrows, whatever they may be. He
has come to give strength to the powerless, to give new insight to those blinded by the
cares of thisworld, and to the deaf the ability to hear the good news that God is with us,
that he loves you and me with an unspeakable love. He never turns away. He wantsto be
apart of our family! That is causeto celebrate - big time!

Christ knows what it isto have an adoptive father. He knows what it is to be borninto an
environment where you are not wanted, to be cold, to feel cast out. He knows by experi-
ence what it isto be persecuted and a refugee on the run. He knows what it islike to be a
teenager — he was one. He knows what it is not to be understood by father and mother, to
disappoint those most dear and near, when we are only doing what we feel isright. He
knows what it isto be let down by one’s companions when in the most dire need. He
knows what it meansto give hislife for hisfriends - on every level! He has been there
and done all that, and he comesinto our livesto liveit all again - along side us. He comes
to guide usthrough it all to new vision and to new life with him. Think about it. Thereis
joy for you!

Clearly, Christ was the centerpiece of the Holy Family. Both Mary and Joseph’slives
revolved around his. He was their joy and their peace. He wastheir “anchor-strong” that
tied them together and enabled them to face all things with equanimity, and to radiate that
light that we all cravein our families.

Make Christ the center of our families. Invite himin to be the anchor of al that we are
and do, keeping ustied in and focused on those things that really make the difference —
that make ours a Christian family.

Inareal sense our parish community is also afamily —aHoly Family - where Christ is
the centerpiece. In our holy family each of usis center-stage because each of usis Christ
for the other: because each of us sees Christ in the other and tries to make others central
inour lives. Clearly while we strive for it, thisideal is not always attained. Successis not
required. Perseverance is what is wanted! And we have Christ not just as an example, but
more importantly, as a companion to walk with us through it all.

To those in the parish who are lonely, to those who somehow feel |eft out, to those who
have to work extralong shifts to enable others to be with their families, to those who are
without home or employment, to all those | say “the Lord be with you!” Even when you
feel abandoned, he isthere for you. If you let himin, you and he will celebrate as you
have never celebrated before. And you too will be at peace — a peace that this world with
itstinsel and baubles can never give.

Aswe build and guard our families, let us not settle for the merely human or the second
rate. Let us place our families before the Lord in trust and in faith that he may be within
all, and Lord of all.

| want to thank all our parishioners who, by their friendship and many considerations
have made me fedl very much part of the parish family and their personal familiestoo this
Christmas. | am privileged and honored — and deeply grateful!

Parish Phone Number : 216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883

Eucharistic Ador ation: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30pm.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation by appointment.

Mass I ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions. Cards
are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship enve-
lopes are in the pockets of the banner at the
entrance to our worship space.

Active M ember ship in our parish is deter-

mined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the parish
for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sundays
and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regular
support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the sharing of
one' s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by the
church door. Y ou are welcome to inscribe
the names of the sick, the dead, and your
special intentions. These are remembered in
prayer and carried to the altar with the offer-
ings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange for
prayer, anointing, communion and visitation
if you or aloved oneis hospitalized or
homebound. For a planned operation,
please request the Sacrament of the Sick
prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

Jesusinvites all people of faith and good
will to accept himinto their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiving
sacramental Communion, you are still in-
vited to approach the altar for a blessing.
Please indicate this to the Eucharistic Minis-
ter by placing an index finger over your lips.
The Eucharist is offered under both species.
After bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you areinvited to take asip
from the cup.

The deadline for information submitted to
thisbulletin is Tuesday at 10am. Fax sub-
missions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail to
stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests

Parishioners may recommend an individual

or group in need of assistance from our tith-
ing fund. Please send written recommenda-
tions to the Parish Center.




Week of Dec. 27, 2004 - Jan. 1,2005

Mon. NO MASS
Tues. NO MASS
\Wed. NO MASS
Thurs NO MASS
Fri. NO MASS
Sat. 9:30am Feast of Mary, Mother of God
Franke Home

[The Nursery isavailable for children ages
1-4 before and during our Sunday Mass.

Sacrament Dates

March 9: First Reconciliation

April 17: First Holy Communion
May 8: Confirmation

A CHRISTMASWISH FROM THE CHIL-

DREN OF THE PARISH SCHOOL

'TIS
THE TIME
(WE'VE BEEN TOLD)
OF aCOMFORT AND JOY®°
SO OURWISH FOR YOU THISYEARIS

TO FIND THE COMFORT IN MARY'SBOY

AND THE SPIRIT THAT BRINGS TRUE
CHEER'!
AMEN!

January 9, 2005 Baptisms

The following children will be baptized into
our faith community at Mass on Sunday, Jan. 9.
- Kathleen Mary Davis, daughter of Mark
and Christine

Alex Joseph Tartaglia, son of Frank and
Tina

Alexander Leonard Kosinski, son of Leo-
nard and Chika

Help Needed with Weekly Bulletin

\We are looking for someone to help with the
production of our weekly bulletin on Tuesday
mornings. Hands-on training will be provided.
Experience in word processing and windows
applications will help. If you are interested or
have questions, please contact Sandy Krez-
mein-Funk (971-1486).

IAngel Tree Wrap Up

The 100 tags from the Angel Tree were
returned with presents attached! In ad-
dition, many unwrapped gifts were also
given for needy children. These gifts
were distributed by the Department of
Social Services. Many thanks to all who,
participated, for all the joy and hope that
was spread around the area this Christ-
mas.

Ar chives Photo Proj ect

Current group photos (2004) are needed
for Vol. II! Drop off at the Registration
table. If you would like to help with thig
fun project, call Dianne Brimmer (849-
1934).

MOMS Groups

New MOMS (Ministry of Mothers Shar-
ing) will be starting in January. If you
would like to be part of this 8 week ex-
perience, please call Sister Nancy (856-
8734) or leave your name with the sec-
retary at the Parish Center.

Divine Redeemer School

Divine Redeemer Catholic Schooal, lo-
cated in Hanahan, is presently accepting
applications for admissions for the
2005-2006 school year. Please call the
school office (553-1521) for informa-
tion.

K of C Pancake Breakfast

[The monthly K of C Pancake Breakfast
is planned for Sunday, Jan. 9, 8-11am at
COK's Family Life Center. The break-
fast includes pancakes, two types of
egos, sausage, bacon, milk, juice and
coffee. All for just $5/person, 5 yr. old
and under eat free.

Schedule - January 1, 2005

Scripture Readings

Reading |: Numbers 6:22-27 Drew Burrichter
Reading |1: Galatians 4:4-7 Wendy Albano

Gospel: Luke 2:16-21
Prayers of the Faithful

Allen Carroll
Altar Servers Erin Carroll, Courtney Hensch
CrossBearer Sister Nancy

Offertory Gift Bearers

Peter Bleyer and Family

Schedule - January 2, 2005

Scripture Readings

Reading |: Isaiah 60:1-6 Sue Hensch
Reading I1: Eph. 3:2-33, 5-6 MelissaHensch
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

Prayers of the Faithful Tom Campbell

Front Door Greeters

lAnne Higginbotham, Freda Wojno
Guest/Visitor Registration

Mike Brown

Ushers Paul Kowalchick, Tom Couture, Rich-
ard Garcia, Hedy Hodge, Rob Tykal, Linda
K och, Paulette Joyce

Altar Servers Ryan Foster, Alisa Tykal
CrossBearer David Hunton

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Sandy Krezmein-Funk, Madeline McKay

Offertory Gift Bearers

Trent & Dori Bolling and Family

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Maryann Russell, Caroline Stoll, Gerald
Blanchard, Tom Campbell

Cup: Jim Stott, Pauline Sullivan, Carol Blanch-
ard, Kevin Carpentier, Mindy Carroll, Chris
Conway

Nursery
JJuice: Maureen Larson

Snacks: Erinbeth & David Massie; Gina & Jeff
Scott

Check-in: Elaine Gautier

Hospitality

Hostesses. Dianne Brimmer, Jill Cragg
Desserts: Chris Tokarz, Katie Tokarz, Patty
Tykal, CynthiaVan Meir, Kelly vanVliet, Annie
[\ oytko, Wendy Albano, Agnes Appiagyei-
Dankah, Paula Burrichter

Stewar dship December 19, 2004

Because of holiday publishing deadline changes,
the figures for this collection will be published
later.

St. Vincent De Paul Collection will be after
Mass next Sunday.




