JL: 18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
AUGUST 1, 2004
‘_JP A Message from Father Paul

At arecent parish council meeting the discussion centered on the strong desire voiced
by many parishionersin last year’'s parish survey that the spiritual atmosphere for our
Sunday liturgy be cherished and enhanced in whatever way possible. Clearly we all
share this desire. We also all need to own our responsibility to work on developing and
safeguarding the right atmosphere of prayerfulness.

During the council discussion it became clear that there might be some slight misunder-
standings surrounding the beginning and end of our Sunday liturgy that it would be well
to clear up at this stage. Hence this message.

All understand that, even after carefully organizing things at home to ensure atimely
start for church, it is sometimes unavoidable that a family arrives late for Mass. Thisis
regrettable but afact of life, and no doubt very embarrassing for those involved. No-
body likes to come late for anything, and certainly not for something so important as
our weekly rendezvous with God and the community at Mass.

Mass starts at 9.30 am every Sunday. Given that many habitually comein late — some
very late indeed - they may not know what they are missing during the first several min-
utes of our celebration. Let me explain.

In our parish, we are particularly challenged to create a place and an atmosphere of wor-
ship in our converted dining hall. To assist this process the Mass starts with an all im-
portant three minutes of absolute silence at 9.30 am. Many of us have spent the last half
hour or more preparing the liturgy and our place of worship to be the temple of the
Lord, and now we al need to turn our own hearts and minds into the inner temple of the
Lord. The lights are dimmed, and during this time nobody moves around, nobody has
anything to say to anyone except to God. It is not atime for last minute moving of litur-
gical props or checking that the liturgical books are open at the right place. That time
has passed. It isatime for listening for God's call to worship — that he might prepare us
as we focus to take our full part in the Mass as it unfoldsin the hour ahead.

We do not in any way wish to discourage those who arrive late, or make them feel un-
welcome. It is good that they are with us. However, it has been pointed out at the coun-
cil meeting and by outsiders that the arrival of latecomers can substantially work against
what we are trying to achieve. They invade the silence and are inevitably a distraction
for others who are trying to recollect themselves. | therefore ask the patience and under-
standing of our latecomers when | invite them to wait with me in silence in the lobby
and then follow me into the gathering of the community and to their seats, as directed
by the ushers. Thiswill take effect as from next Sunday.

Seats will be kept free in ablock near the Holy Water basin for those parishioners who
unavoidably arrive even later than this so that they may be seated unobtrusively.

In no way are these measures proposed to penalize latecomers. These are measures
designed to safeguard the all important spirit of uninterrupted prayerful concentration
on the God’s Word as it comes to each of usin our liturgical celebration. We all want
this spirit. At all timeslet us be aware that any movement during the liturgy of the Word
isapotential distraction to others and therefore to be avoided if at al possible.

A few parishioners, in their desire to get on with the next “thing”, are becoming accus-
tomed to leaving Mass early, before the celebration is finished. That is a bit like leaving
adinner party before the proceedings are over — not a good thing to do! May | point out
that the end of Mass is asimportant as the beginning — when in the name of Christ and
the community, and with the blessing of almighty God, we are sent out into the world to
“be” good news for all whom we meet. The proceedings are over when the priest leads
us out and the final hymn is finished, and not before. It is a courtesy to God and the
community not to leave the assembly early.

| take this opportunity to highlight and thank our dedicated team of ushers, who do such
asplendid job each week. They set a wonderful example of courtesy and good humor
asthey welcome al, and ensure that everything proceeds in a dignified prayerful way.
Please be mindful of them, and do all you can to assist them in their difficult and impor-
tant task.

Parish Phone Number:  216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline:  727-1883

Eucharistic Ador ation: Parish Center
every Wed. & Thurs. from 5:30-6:30pm.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation by appointment.

Mass Intentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions. Cards
are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship en-
velopes are in the pockets of the banner at
the entrance to our worship space.

Active M ember ship in our parish is deter-

mined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the parish
for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regular
support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the sharing
of one' s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by the
church door. Y ou are welcome to inscribe
the names of the sick, the dead, and your
special intentions. These are remembered
in prayer and carried to the altar with the
offerings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange for
prayer, anointing, communion and visita-
tionif you or aloved oneis hospitalized or
homebound. For aplanned operation,
please request the Sacrament of the Sick
prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

Jesusinvites all people of faith and good
will to accept himinto their hearts. If age
or circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are still
invited to approach the altar for a blessing.
Please indicate this to the Eucharistic Min-
ister by placing an index finger over your
lips. The Eucharist is offered under both
species. After bowing reverently and re-
ceiving the sacred host, you are invited to
take a sip from one of the cups.

The deadline for information submitted
to thisbulletin is Tuesday at 10am. Fax
submissions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail to
stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests

Parishioners may recommend an individ-
ual or group in need of assistance from our
tithing fund. Please send written recom-
mendations to the Parish Center.




Week of August 2-6, 2004
Mon. 9am Parish Center
Tues. 6:30pm  Brickyard-Boone Grove
Michael & Susan Hauser
1333 Chrismill Lane  849-3028
Scripture Study 5:30pm
\Wed. 9am Darrell Creek
Wynn & Patti Harding
326 Commomwealth  881-1115
Thurs. 9am Dunes West-Darts Pointe
Gene & Elaine McLaughlin
2388 Darts Cove Way 849-2271
Please call for a gate pass.
Parish Center

Fri. 9am

The Nursery isavailable for children ages
1-4 before and during our Sunday Mass.

The Rosary is said every Sunday before
Mass beginning at 9am in the little room to
the left of the altar.

Children@ Liturgy of the Word

All parents interested in having their chil-
dren participate in the weekly celebration of
the Children®Liturgy of the Word for the
04-05 school year will need to sign up by
August 15th. Thisincludes all those cur-
rently attending as well as those who wish
to start. The program takes placesin the
""'room" to the left of the altar during Mass
and is geared for children ages 4-6/7. Itis
intended to allow children to hear and un-
derstand the message of each Sunday® Gos-
pel story. Sign up can be done after Mass
on August 1st or 8th or by calling Traci
Peters at 881-2224.

Second Annual F.I.R.E. Retreat

This event will be held on Saturday August
21st from 9:30 until 12:00 at Cario Middle
School. Our retreat will encompass the first
meeting of the year, so it is very important
that all F.I.R.E. membersincluding children
make every effort to attend. Thiswill bea
time to reconnect with our F.I.R.E. families
after our summer hiatus, atime to welcome
new members, but most importantly atime
to re-eval uate the commitment we made to
one another at our retreat last year. Those
members of the parish not yet blessed by
being a part of aF.I.R.E. family are cor-
dialy invited to join us for amorning that
we hope you will find informational as well
asingpirational. Nursery will be provided
for children ages 1-4. If you have any ques-
tions contact Paulette Joyce 856-8414.

St. Benedict’'s Golf Outing

Anyone who signed up for the Golf Out-
ing must see John Joyce after Mass or
call him today at 856-8414.

Parish Anniversary Celebration

Today isthe last day to purchase tickets
for the Parish Anniversary Party. This
gala event will takes place on August
13th in Grace Hall and the cost per
ticket is $25.

Cursillo Ultreyo

\We will meet on Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2004
in the Life Center of Christ Our King at
6:45pm. Mark Nesbitt will provide Bar-
B-Que for dinner, so please bring a
salad or dessert. The witnesswill be
Barbara VVan Thullenar. Come and
bring afriend. For moreinformation
call LolaReilly at 884-8311.

ECCO School Uniform Appeal

\With the start of school approaching,
ECCO would like to ask the East Coo-
per community for their help with
school supplies and school uniforms for
the needy students of our community.
Please drop off your donations at
ECCO, 1145 Six Mile Road, Monday
through Friday between 10am and 4 pm.
Thank you!

Polish M ass August 15th

The Church of Our Lady of the Hillsin
Columbiais celebrating Holy Mass on
Aug. 15 at 5:00pm in POLISH. For
information call Teresa Greaney
(803)749-8024 after 8:00pm.

Organist/Choir Director Needed

Applications for the position of Catholic
Organist/Choir Director at The Citadel
are currently being accepted. Thistem-
porary, part-time position provides an
on-going vital program of music for The|
Citadel Catholic Parish. Bachelor's
Degree in Music required. Master's
Degree preferred. Send the application
and resume to Human Resources, The
Citadel, 171 Moultrie Street, Charleston,
SC 294009, or apply on-line at
www.citadel .edu/hr.

Schedule - August 8, 2004

Scripture Readings

Reading |: Wisdom 18:6-9  Jim Flatley

Reading |1: Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 Ryan Foster
Gospel: Luke 12:32-48
Prayers of the Faithful Christina Levay

Front Door Greeters

Freda Wojno, Jackie Reamer, Haley & Alec

| nfor mation/Registration

Sue Gonzales

Ushers Mike Podiak, Bob Brimmer, Hampton
Lee, Gerald Blanchard, Dom Del Grosso, Mike
Harris, Jeff Peterson

Altar Servers
Melissa Hensch, Chrissy DiNicola

Cross Bearer
Georgia French

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Stephanie Kelleher, Peter Bleyer

Offertory Gift Bearers

Robert & Dana Tutela

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Jim Stott, Pauline Sullivan, Kevin Carpen-
tier, Mindy Carroll

Cup: Carol & Gerald Blanchard, Tom Campbell,
Chris Conway, Barbara Gamble, Mary Helen
Gammon

Nursery
Juice: Amanda & Mike McAdams

Snack: Kim & Tony Beall
Check In: Jill Peterson; Dawn Heavey

Hospitality

Hostesses: Hazel Hedgewald & Linda Koch
Desserts: Linda Patten, Betty Potts, Lidia Riley,
Lucia Rutherford, Almeda Shields, Jean Sullivan,
Jim Sullivan, Chris Tokarz, Katie Tokarz

Stewar dship July 25, 2004

IAS we practice stewardship, we find that we grow
spiritually and that our faith is deepened.

Total Contributions $4,805.26
Infirm Priests $30.00
Our Tithe $477.53




